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THE RIGHT 


HONORABLE, 
Iames, LORD 


SIrange. 


yoOctry (noble Lord )in theſc looſe times, 
Wherin men rather loue,then Joath their crimes, 
If hand in hand with picty ſhe 
zough withour bluſhing ſhe her Ace may ſhow) - 
ds but cold welcome, ſuch things onely take, 
__ greatneſſe, or fond fancic make 
baud ro baſe delight: yer Joe eyes - - 
> ſacred lines (though rudcly drawne)deſpiſe, 
d ſuch arc yours: vpon this AF of mine 
hſafe ro let them fall,or rather ſhine, 
ith kind a .cedoe bur daineto grace it, 
ad cnujc tha}l want ——_— 
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To the Reader. 


Eader my fortunes are fo meane!yfriended, 
I come into thy preſence vacommentded : 


Nor would 1 haue thee for Excomiums looks, 
Or frontiſpeece, farre berter then the booke, | 
My veine is not ſo high, to be commended, Y 
Nor yetſo low/bur i way be defended, n 
By one ſole Patron : Some that carpe- will gather, 
This is no Poem, but a'Sermon rather, * 
Butler them know wha thus ſeucrely note it, 

. Noprofeſt Poct, buta Preacher wrote it. 
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DE VOTION, 


Sundaies Meditation , or 
the firſt (qro for the. 


fult day. 
The Argument. 


{brifts obſcure Birth deſcrib'd,tbe 
To which be did vouchſafe ſuch Gr 
The Tame when be was borne is nan d: 


_ The Iew for unbeliefe is blam'd. | 
Hen Ceſar-famous for his Gallian warre, 
9 Had ended that ynnacurall cruill jarre, 
 *vixt bimand Ponpey,and by his defeat, 
hima ter namc thE that that of great, 


of Weekes DS 


ns nog : ke command, 

Ofcamaunk Empire chen in three did lie, 
Auguftus, Lepidus, and Anthonie : 

Lepidus ſoone gaue o're,whether in doubr, 
Had he heldſtll, he could nor long hold our, 
Or for ſorjepther reaſhn,r'other res 
Shar'd oxi Roe $glorie, and che gaine 
Of forraine gdowercil atcngth here paſt, 


For great freind{hjp dothnotalwaics laſt ) |” 
(org rag 07mm, :honie had wed a 
Auguſtus Siſter, but forſooke her bed, 

For Cleopatra, This gauc fire 

Tonew diflention, his vniutteeſire 

Muſt be raade good by Armes,for gentle words 


Turne him tofurie, our itwpartiall Swords 

Shallſoone degide this difference ſaid he, 

And foone they did indeed, faterdid agree 

T6 ſecond his proud ſaying, for his forces, 

Broke by Augaitus powers, he life diuorces, 

From her Mite hold, and being thus o'recome, 

Ceſar went backe tciumphant nh. Rome, 

AuguFtus now having ſole rule, foone brought 

His Prouinces in awe, alfhumblte foughr 

Ta baue his friendſhip, ſome few, did rebell, 

Bur with vndaunted courage he did quell © 

They vainc atrewprs, _ his fames encreaſe, 

Eſtablithe oargagh the world a welcame peace, Fn 
White 1anus Temple was ſhut vp and warze,, 4 

Chav'd backgto Plutoes kingdome, while no latte... 

Kepr our ſoule-j9 ng cons, whoſc ſweete att” 

Did Speares to Matrockes, Swords to Plowes.conu w 


\ os” 


LIINET. vl 
y oy.” 3%, ' 


- 
. 

> % 
. 

x 


A Weekes Denotion. 
zle Noabs Doue broughtin her mouth(the Marke. 
df end peace) and Oliue Branch coth' Arkez 
haſt the celeſtiall Salomon was borne, _. 
har King of peace, whoſe Amalthean horne, o 
awi'd and plenty on ys; ſo they lay, 
hat when the Eagleflics abroad co prey, 
e pratling birds arc filent, ſhuuld not chen 
arres rongue be ſilent, when the beſt of men _ _. 
ke to a Royall Eagle from his neſt, | | 
me from the Virgins wombe in mankivod dreſt, 
L hen Halcyons build their neſt, & breed their yong, 
) "MT he Seas are quier, the winde findes no tongue, 
was fit the world ſhould haue the hke bchauiour, 
hen the pure Virgin did bring forth our Saiour. 


hiloſophers obſerue the dewes deſcent, | hw 
| Ariftotle. 


in a cleare night, wheri the winde is pent 

2 Zols priſon; and the Prophet told 

hriſt ſhould come downe like dew,and ſuch, behold, 
as his ſweet entrance, neuer was the earth 

d much refreſht by dew, asby his birth, 

it was it then for warres Joud noiſe to ceaſe, 

hat this dew might come in a calme ofpeace. 
Ifin two Sire ua ppole Spazze and Frayce, 
ch long in hoſtile manner did advance. | 

\rmes againſt armes, one Kings <c1deſt ſonne 

arries the others daughter, warres are done, 
ndthey which earſt contended cagerly, 
ow mectin Joue, and feaſt in royalty, 

$0 ſtood the'caſe with ys,by fairc pretence, 

Malicious Satan made man t9commence K 
warrewith God, a warre that would have wrought 
is endlefſe ruine, had nor mercie ſought 

meanes to ſettle peace, the onely ſon 
Ofche Almightie, when hc did puton | 
| That 
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Thar veilc offleſh, did by irfaſt combine 

Our humane nature ro his owne diuine, 

And made a reconcilement, which no power k 

Can breake or time weare our, though cuery houre 

Satan attempt new praQtiſes, and Hell 

Spirourt her rankeſt venome, to expell 

Man from his Makers fauour,burther ſpi 

Fallson her head redoubled, while deli 

Crownes our defires, ſuch happy vnion gan 

The bleſt Meffias make *rwixt God and man. 
No ſooner had Augu/Tus brought cach land 

Into ſubicRion, bur by his command 

A generall Taxc was laid on eyery nation, 

Tudca *mongſt rhe reſt, byProclamation, 

Each perſon ro his nariue city went 

There tobe taxed: O that men were bent 

With ready minde, and prope alacrity, 

To yceld obedience ynto Gods decree, 

As well as Ceſars, in the ranke of thoſe 

Who with ſubnuſſtue duric did diſpoſe 

Thcir wills to this edi, a bleſſed paire : 

Toſeph the iſt, Mary the chaſt and faire, 

Both Avrabams ifſue,both of Dauids ſtemte, 

Came yntoDamd: Ciry, Bethlebem, 

There to be taxed, as the Law requir'd, 

She being neere her time, which ſoone expir'd, 

While they werethere the dayes accomplithed, 

That the pure Virgin ſhould be brought ro bed, 

And yer that phrate iseburimproper 


Becauſethe Inne, chough full ofgueſts, yercleare, * 
Of Grace and goodnefle, would afford noroome, 
Where ſhe might child her ifſue, her ripe wombe, . © 
Found, faue a Rable,no conuenient place, 4 
To rctiticlte, hard hearts whom ſuth a caſe, 
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{ou'd rono pirty, heere ſheforth did bri 
he Worlds | heauens ercrnal) Ling, 


King, where were the nobles of his Court ? 
zere all his followers 2 Where the full reſort 
fhonourablc Matrans? to attend 
>0Nn his mother, was there neere a Friend 
o giue ſoft muſique ? by whoſe gentle touch 
ler ſorrowes might be ſwagde,did all hearts grucch 
olend affiſtance? ata Prmcesbirth 
he voice of ioy ſpeakes high, and from the carth, 
nnumbred fires ro ſuch perfeien grow, 
$ they would make another heauen below, 
lecre all was huſhr and filent, ro his owne 
hriſt came vnentertamd, bhecauſc ynknowne. 
But why,O Lord, wert thou thus poorely borne ? 
ay didſt chow make thy ſclfe to be a ſcorne 
oafter Ages? Was itrocanccaſe 
y Deity from Satan? or reucalc 
hy vnexampled gooenefſe vnto man ? 
like whereof, ance timeand place began 
© Circumſcribe our ations, was not knowne, 
Nor ſhall vnro ſucceeding age ” ſhowne, | 
As Ifraels King did once his habite change, | | 
hen he — 'oainſt Syria and kit range _—_— 
he Gield in ſtrange diſguiſe ; So Chriſt our King 
hom an vaboundedJoue from heauen did bring, 
To fight gainf belliſh Syrians, and by armes 
o gue vs freedome from dcath-threatning harmes, 
Exc ng'd his habite for bright Maieſtic, 
hinohbiniel with baſc infirmaty : 


Fſowe great King put on women Crowne, 


wg REIN may knowne, . 
But if bis Kingly digns Na 
In vile oy may paſſe vndiſcwed, 
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So had our king'y Sauiour cloth'd with lighe 

As with a garment, come at firſt in fighe, 

He woule have then beene knowne vnro his foe, 
And none hauec dar'donce to exchange a blow 
That he might therefore come won. fight 
Vnknowne, this King of Iſrael had him dighe * 
In ſtrange aray : A Stable was his Throne, 

A Cratch his Cradle, His artendance none, | 
With hunger, thirſt, diſgrace, and poverty, ky 
Our Saujour couered his divinity, | 

Loc herefull low he'in a Cratch doth lie, | 

Bo Who ſometimes on the winged wind doth flie,  * 
\ Bfal.66.1: a4 he whoſethrone is hcau*n,whoſe footſtoole earth Wl St 


Hath bur a ſordid Stable at his Birth : | | $i 

| O hadnor man layne miſcrably defil'd mV 

In finnes polluted Stable, this faire Child 'W Be 

: Had found a better lodging, but 'rwas fir 8 Fe 

þ That he which is our food, the ſweereſt bir * F. 

: That cuer mortallraſted, ſhould be laid —J Ir 
; In a poore Manger, ſince itmay be ſaid,  - © ? 
1 3m; Men wereturn'd worſe then beaſts, and therefore they 
# To be refreſhtas beaſts thar ftede on Hay. ? 


| "8 The ancient Prophets had forctold of yore © © 

pr That Bethlchem was the place whereas ybore,/ - 
Should the Meſſias been; the learned read 
The word ro fignihe the houſe of bread : | | 
Whether becauſe for fruitefulneſle and food, I 
It asa ſtore-houſe tothe countrey ſtood, 

' So *mongſt rheAncienc Romans Sicily 

* Was fomerimescalledrhe barne of lcaly : 
Or becauſe Chriſt true heauenly bread indeed, 
Whereon our ſoules, and nut our mouthes doe feed, 
Was there brought forth, ſofathers moralize, -. 
Indeed from him all bread that doth ſuffice - © 
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Our ſoules and bodies is deriu'd : he gi 
Cor bread, by which the body les : 
rinall bread he alſo doth affoord, 
And this we call his holy heauenly Ward, 
Bread Sacramentall, in which we receiue 
Spirirually che Giuer, and conceiue 
A blcfled vnion made in a ſtrange faſhion, 
By Faith, and not by tranſubſtantiation : 
Ln fine,cele(iall bread he deth diſpoſe 
At his ercrnall Table, vnto thoſe | 
Which arc his Seruancs whole delicious taſting 
Shall give our bodies an immorta]llaſting, 
In Ioſephs time the corne of Agypt land, Geneſ.41, 
Was without number, like the Ocean ſand, h 
Bethlem had greater plenty at Chriſts Birth, 
For heerc was bread to nouriſh alltheearth, 
And of wore bjeſt contumwance: thoe full cares 
In Pharaohs countrey laſted bur ſeuen | 
Leane famine then rooke place:our Berhlchems ftore = 
ee Apmaden haywaraad Came 
tians W 

Were rag, 4 chem at excefſiue rates. 
Heere Bread like roche 'rophers Milke and Wine, Efai.gy.z. 
A man may purchale withour price or coyng: ; 
And therefore as all natiuns in their neede, 
Tolo/eph came for corne, wherean to feede : 
$0 ket all vme Berhlehem haſte, 
And ſeeke out the true loſtph which isplac'd 
Bythe celeſtiall Pharaoh o're the carrh, 
To furniſh men with inſt the dearth 

deſtruction, who will giue 
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Thrice happy Bethlehemythou bleſt houſe of 
On whom the Sunne of glorie firſt did ſpread: 
The comfortable bearues of his wan God 
Vnited nature, and there made abode : 

Bur O more ha PPy they.within whoſe hearr 
Faith giues himfſecond birth, and will nor | 
Wiuh-chis bleſt ſtore, I woald our ſoules might be 
Thc Berhlchem ofhis Natuuity: 

But cre rhiscan be ſo, we muſt put on 

Myſically ſuch a condition, | 
As cher place had: firſt Bethlehemdid ſeems . 
Bur liccle in exrenc, lefſe in eſteeme, | 
The leaſt of Iudahs thouſands : So muſt we, | 
if we expeRa bhleſt renaſcency | 4 
Of Chriſt within our ſoules, or would inherit | 
The purchaſe of his all-ſuflicient merit. 

= meanc, and little in our owne eſteeme, 

ape any good ſoeuer we may ſceme:; 

In nt: cuery Chriſtian knowes' 
That Chriſt a THY is, but ſuch as growes 
lathe low valley of an bumble myade, 

Not on proud mountaine tops, and as we finde 
F/ouds run not vp ſteep cliffs, but through low groſid 
Conueigh their current: $o his Grace Lncrowada , 
With a tweer ſtreame of goodnefie, only thoſe, -  * 
Which like low botromes humbly doc diſpoſe | 
Themſclues to that bleſt aw ak muſt cher 
If we would haue our Chriſt the beſt of men 
Spiricually bornein vs, all a 
Tobe a Bethichem in | 
Againe we muſt be ſtorchouſes of bread, Eg 
To feed the hungry g_ doth not ſpread: © 
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Like plianc waxe, Joues gentle fire muſt ſofren 
Ere he imprint his ſeale and we muſt often | | 
Caſt our bread on the waters, if we looke - Feeles.n1.e, 
Thar he which humane nature on him tooke, » 
To ſaue the world, while here we live on carth, 
Should haue within our hearts a ſecond birth. 
Now was the Sceprer tanc from Iudabs hand, 
—_— his fecre fare he, who did command 
e Lawes coerciue power; an argument 
The promis'dShilo was already ſent 
Blind lew, which dazeled with abundant light, 
Sir'ſt like a dull Zgyprian,in the nighe 
Of foule-deluding error, could record 
Ofancienr Prophers, make thee giue thy Lord 
No better welcome, wilt thou yer denic 
This firme ynqueſtion'd truth obſtinare eye 
Shur yp in wilfull blindneffe, ler the place | 
Whete Chriſt was borne, the time when, from chaſe 
This of darkenefle, looke nor ſtill in yaine 
For thy Mcſſas, who till all againe 
Turne into Chaos, ſhall no more be ſcene 
Whart time for want of faith thou ſhalt be ſhent - 
And ſenrenc'd to deſtruRion, ifin time, 
Thy teares like Iordan waſh not our thy crime, 
as when Moſes was in Egypt borne, 
He was of his owne mother as forlorne 
Caftout intothe riuer, and there found 
By Pharaohs hrer, who from being dround 
ms Grit Tap 4 wir ube had bare, 
ing, as her wombe 
That goodly Hebrew : So was Chriſt bereau'd 
Ofa glad welcome by the Iewes,receiu'd 
B the now happier Genciles, happier farre 
Then Abraham: dhue,whom ſo brighta Starre 
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Genrium, 


An;uſing, 


Cannot enlighten, bur his word deſpiſc, 
And 'gainſtthe Sun of glory ſhur theireyes, 


I | 


Mondaies Mediration, or the 
ſecond { anto, 


The Argument. 


The Magi come out of the Eaſt, 
IV nto leruſalem, #n queſt 

Of the Meſſias,and enquire, 

But meet not there their full deſire. 


Ehold while Gideons fleece, the luyce is 


His floore mu Genrles) dothi it ſelfe __ A 


To drinkethe heauenly dew : From Hebers land ® 
A countrey farre inthe caſt parts did ſtand, | 
Bur in what place vncertamne,wherher Perſia, , 
Necrer Chaldea, or the fartheſt lndia, | 
(Each haue heir ſeuerall authors) did ſend fannls, 4 
Theſe firſt fruits of the Gentile (whoſe high 4 
Makes them thought kings by ſome) I dare notfay ? 
Only from thence they came, from whence Eg 
Breakes, and Aurora chaics thence biacke | 
Where Sol hrſt riſing ſhewes his glorious li - 4 
And guilds the lofty mountaines, whence his bea 
Refich a brighenefle on the cafterne ftreames. © | 
Whether theſe wiſe men came from Abraimactia 
Yer nor of Sarabs oft-ipring, forme affigne © 11/11 ©" 
Keturab their grand-mother, or begot (3-924) W 
By Baalams ſucceſſor, or tisnot . 2.x 
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Mactcriall co examine, ſo to Jay 
For firme poſition, were to much to ſay : 
Wherhcrthey were Magicians as fome thinke, 
And luch who for deepe ſcience choſe to hnke 
Their Soulesro Satan, or Philoſophers 
Morall and naturall, or Aſtronomers, 
(To which opinion I affent thus farte, 
Becauſe we finde God call'd them by a ftarre 
I liſt not to examine may't ſuffice, 
They haue this only title they were wiſe, 
Wiſe men indeed, it is truc wiſedomes lore, 
To ſecke for Chriſt, and newer to giue ore 
ill we haue found him, fo did theſe that came 
Dur from the Eaſt, would we could doe the ſame, 
It is a rare thing to be $i] in arts 
Abſtruſeſt cunning, and to haue all parts 
Thar better humane know lcdge, bur ro know 
briſt, is more worth, then all that art tan ſhow ; 
nd cher« force as when Phabrus 'gins toriſe, 
he tarrcs ecclipſed Juſtre hidden his 
Fromeye of mortal}; So when as diuine 
Soule-quickning wiſedome,as the Sun doth ſhine, 
Each bum anc ſcience like a perry ſtarre, | 
Muſt yaile vnto it : as a ſhip from farre 
Spyingthe Kings tide on the narrow ſms, 
n the comes ncere(theugh little for her caſe ) 
Zcnds her proud head, and doth wighouren faile, 
moſt ſubwiſhue manner flcike her Sailc. 
herethe (ne're enough to be adaiir'd ) | 
ratiuc power of Chriſt, by whic h enſp rd 
Tofindethe ir Saujour our, wich ioyfull hearts 
ieſ Magi come from the rey-orc{t parts: 
Sun do thnot exhale morcforcibly 
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The Sympatherique ſteeJe, makes it nor clin | 
More cloſe vnto it, the1 this heauenly King, 5 
(Eis innate vertuc did ſuch loue difill) _ 
Made their atfe&tions cleaue ynto his will. 3 
That Shcba's Qucene drawne by the bate tepart 
Of Salomon: faire yeruie, left her Court, | 
ForJudab's countrey nay full ſtrange appeare, 
Bur ſee thenSalomen a greater heere. 
More ſtrange to Chriſt the conuning of thoſe wile, . 
Then hersto Salomon we muſt agnize : | 
She was bur one alonc, they many were, 
- Sheburta woman, they men,ſhe came tlicre 
Led by the rongue of Fame, but they from fatre 
Were guided by the leading of « ſtarre ? 
She came toone whoſe riper yeeres did ſpeake 
Him growne tomans eſtate ; rhey to a weake 
And tender Infant; She to one that ſwaid 
A royall Scepter; They to one was laid | 
In a poore Manger ; She came bur to tric Bi 
Therruth of Famc, and curiouſly to ſpic _ 
His ſtate and knowledge,in = AL vanity: 
Thcy to adore their God in his humanity: : w 
In fine we hinde her comming is expreſt + rc 
From forth the South : bur theirs is from the eas” 

Like as the Sun when he doth firſt diſplay | 
His radiant luſtre, and with lightfonic day | 
Breake from the Eaſt,and gerei in his throne 
Fixt in the n:iddlc of the EP Zone, 
Makes his durnall progrelſc wrthe Weſt, 
And then returnes againe jnto the Eaſt : 
Sorhole wile men doe firſt cheiriourncy ging , -._ 
From out the Eaſt nor did they evict Jing — 
Tillto lerulajem the Weſtthey came, 
And ticly maythisoccidentallname . © rh, 
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Be giuento it, fince the glorious Sun 
Ofrightcouſneſle having his courſe tunne, 
Didthere fitred and bloudy,there he died, 
Who for the (ſinne of man was crucified, l 
From thence they Eaftward pallc,and neuer c:aſe 
Till co their countrey they come backe in peace. 
; Ofallthe parts in the worlds continent 
The Eaſt hath ayebecne held moſt excellent, 
Whether becauſe that fruitful] Paradice, . 
Was planted Eaſtward.ot that Sul doth riſe * 
Thercin his glory,or that the day ſpring 
Is made an attributeto heauens preat King : 
ence 15 it that in Churches (when addreſt 
In Prayct to God ) we looke vrzro the Eaſt, 
Either becauſe the earths moſt honoured pare 
o the Almighrics worthip we conuert:; 
Or becauſe Paragdice,which Eaſtward ſtood, 
Loſt trſt by Adani'sfall, and fince made good 
By Chriſt our Sauiour, we by looke defare : 
Or caulc the Lambe of God, which did expire 
Vpon the Crolle, extended rothe welt, 
Weto bchold him lookeinto the Eaſt; 
For many cauſes which might be athign'd, 
This quarter of the World, the Eatt,ive find 
n high repuce, of which the feaſt in worth 
$ nor, that ſuch wife men it did bring forth. 
Well dorh the title with.che place accord, 
iſe from the Eaſt; for caſtcrne narts affourd 
Beſt incellettuals:. fo when holy writ 
Mould Salomon commend for rareſt wit, 
ThisElogic it giues; he did exceede;;.. 
he beſt ofcholegwhichthe Eaſt pares did breeds 2 
s if the mcn whichalidiababuc there, 
hen alithe ict of a:orrals wiſer were, | 
"©. B z Which 
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Which commonly is ſo, exther becauſe 
Of P@bx4ncere vicinity, which drawes ; 
Groſle vapours thence, and by hisquickning ray, "W's: 


Refines rhe fluent bloud, whoſe pure allay 
Giucs vigour tothe Spirits: So we ſee 
That Plants by Gardners carefull induſtry 
Ser, thar the morning Sun may onthem glow, W 
Doc ſooneſt ripe, and co pertection grow ; WT 
So natures well red ſecreraricsſay, 

That in the morne ofall times, oft the day, 'WT 
The faireſt Pearles are generate,and moſt bright 1 7 
Thenſhines the gold Excelling (bryſole, 

Or happely in wiſedome they excell, 

Cauſe ourkitſt Parents in the Eaſt did dycll, | 
And mighrto their Succeffors, more confin' 4. 
Some monuments ofknowlcdge lcaue behind, 
How fiely come they from the Eaſt, rexpreſſe 

Thc riling ofthe Sun of rightcouſneſlc : 4 
And with che a report of thus bright morrow ' 
To chaſe from humane hearts the night of ſorrow) 
From chencethey come, tr6 whence che day is} 

And Pbebus hides the buſhes of the morne, 
Tharfrom the place where dhcday ginseo clearey! 
Faich che fouls day-light alto 4 pg Q 
Where after Adam was crcare of carth 7 
Gaa hemanc badscs kirſt 16 kavc che back, 

Afrer ar biciled Sauzours Incarnanon, 

Thc loule did fruit reccuuc Rt oor, 

Whirc fence 2:4 cuacurc uſt had, 
There Graceand hath axichicfe clad | 
In acrcies hrabuce ded fer rume aan 

Fs bleſſed reparation —— ——— 

Indcede*rwas fir thaz did begia 
Topoaiſon dmncacaenich feule bn, 
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E hould ſend forth thoſe thar did in Grace exce]1, 
And of a generall Antidote forerel], 
Within the heart of ludahs fertile land, 
Salem the ſoiles Metropolis did ſtand, 
Builded by SLc-m, the Magi to this place, 
Arriue, in hope to ſee their Sauiours face; 
And where indced on humane ſtate to ground, 
Was the Mecſttas likeher to be found, 
To ſee the King where could they haye opinion, 
If not in the chiefe ſeare of his Dominion; 
To finde the hearr, they that body the enter, 
Secke our the n.idſt, becauſe there lies the Cenrer. 
Chriſt was our head, and where could men expe 
Him,bur in Shem's faire Citty,which creR 
Abouec the reſt in Iudah, did ſo ſtand 
As doth the head the body to command Ioſep bub, 
Jeruſalem rhe vifionof peace 
Imports, as Learned ſay, ſterne warre did ceaſe, 
When Chriſt was borne,where the could make abode 


Betrer then in rule mn the God 
Of Peace and Mercic? not there the Caurr? Y 
Why ſhould che King be abſcat? che reſort 
OfPrieſts was thither ; there the Altar ſtood, - 
Why thould not Chriſt the Sacrifice, whoſe bloud 
Did expiate our finnes, be alſo there? 
There wasthe Temple, whale fairc frame vpreare 
Did Salomon the wilſc, burfince deipoyld 
Herod in greater beauty dd rebuild 2. 
Why ſhould not then the Temples God abide 
In ſuch aplace, ſo highly beautified? 
To queſtionthisno moxe, 'twas Gods bebeft, 
Nor are the greateſt places. ſtil] the beſt ; 
Expericoce tells vs, Chriſt is ſomcrtunes found 
Ina poore ſmoakie cottage, when the ground 

| B 
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Of goodly Palaces, pau'd with fairtſt None, = 
. And Roomes of choiſeſt beauty ſtand alune SS. 
Vnuiltcd by himy he may recctue | VÞ 
Birth in a petty cotrage, while him real e Ss 7 
Of life a city doth 2 Sv was ithere, } 

As plaine in ſacred Story doth appeare: & in 
Berhlchem ar firſt inro the world him ſerr, 
Icrulalen: our of che wor'd him hen, 

I*ch firſt of theſe a cradle he did finde, 

But i the laſt a Grave was him aſbgn'sd, 
Borne,though obſcure!y borne, at Bethlchem, 

And crucihed ar Ieruſalem | 

The wile menthenat Salem may enquire, | 
Bur ſhall nor there hind ourtheir Soules defire, | 

But why,O Lord, fince rhere thouwaſt not they,» 

Didſt thou pertrit thoſe welldewoted men & 
To wander from their way, and goe abour, : 
Protractiag time in ſeckimgofthee 0:2: ? 
Did thcir owne error leade them from the way> © 
And thou wn iuftice (tffer rhenyro ftray ? | 
SubcraCting from them thy ftrres glorious lighry 


- 


E | 
Becauſe they trufted fuore to humane wighs; 1 'T 
Then thy affifting power : into my thoughe' 7? 
Ir cannot ſinke; that ignoratice then brought [ 
Bur thcir all carcfull proniderice;whoſe hand” | 2; 
Makes all our ations waite on thy command: | 
Perhaps it was thy will cheſemen ſhould come 
Firſt,ro Icruſalemleſt they ſhould rome 
Vncertainely about, for rheir records © + + 3 
Of ancieng Prophiets, kepr, could ſhew the Lord 
Moſt certame place of birth and asone faxh © 1 
Ir forme.their knowledge and confirme their Faithz* 
Or it may be as Legarcs thou didſt ſend i 
1heſe Magi vnto Salem, rothe'end Hh 
p 4 # The ® 
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he [ewes might their Meſſas Birth Giſcerne, 
nd theſe reach ochers, while they ſecke ro Iearte, 
Or was it notto ſtirre yp Z/aacs Line, be 
6 ſeeke their Sauiour out, when chus combine > - 
hey law the Gentiles ; or as ſome conc'ude ryſoft. "4 
oargue them of foule one, BS. 
> would not their Mctlas catcrtaine Auguſims, © 
hom they ſaw ſtrangers ſecke with ſo much paine ? "8 
D let not vs like theſe hard-hcarrcd lewes 
Dur of a wilfu}Iblineneſſe thus refuſe 
race freely offred, let theſe wiſer nien 
cade vs by their example, how and when 
oſecke out Chriſt, but yet take heed their faſhion 
Ze not abus'd by apiſh imitation ; 
As cis by Icluiged Rome, which drawes 
From hence her pilgrimage to Saints, becauſe 
The Magi comieto Salem, who indeed 
Ther 2on giues no countenance, nor our Creed 
Warrant to this deuice, for but compare 
The Romaniſts with chem, and they will ſhare 
No correſpondencie ar all, vnlcfe 
A kinde of poore reſemblance they cxprefle, 
In their Jong iourneys, and their larger gifts, 
They offer at cheir ſhrines, impotent ſhifts 
For cheir grofſe Idol] worſhip ; firſt we know 
The wile men taught by God to Salem goe, 
He bleſt that journey which chey had begun, 
Andiſcnt a Starre to leade them to a Syn : 
Theſe haue no ſtarre at all,the heaucnly Word, 
Thar light vnto ourfeer, doth them affard 
No helpe in all thcir journey, ne haue they 
The ſtarre of Faith to guide them in the way : 
Blindzeale may hale - A torward,or perchange 
Humanc tradition may it ſc]fc aduance 
B 4 


—_ 0” SO: on — =_ —— 


- —_— 


'18 A Weekes Denotion. 


Bur as a wandring ?lannert, no truc guide, « 
Or elſe the like doth ynto them beride, L 
Which doth to thoſe, who iourneying in the night” "oF 
Eſpic an Ignis fatu#s, whoſe falſe light —_ | 
Leads themore ditch and hedge,though dirt & mirey 
His mainc inuention is iuſt ſuch a hire, , 
Deluding thoſe that followit, let me ſay 
Ronics Pilgrimes are thus guided in their way: 
Againe the Magi ſeeke for Chriſt alone, | 

ere's Fudahs King ? O ſhew v« him or nonet © "nu 
Whereas the Romith Pilgrimes Chriſt forſake, * 4 
And for their Sauiour vnto Saints them take: © © 
The wiſe men came Chriſt lining ro behold ; = 
Theſe bur dead rotten rceliques ro vntold : = £ 
They cane to worſhip God; rheſc idic drones 
Come but to worſhip ſcncelefle tocks and ſtones ; 
Shall we then ſay, rheſe imirate the wiſe ? . 
Alas, I cannor, no we muſt deuiſe . = 
To follow them a better way then this, 
Or b6nde we ſhall not,cauſe we ſeeke amifſe : | 
And would yeknow, wherein to imitare = | 
Theſe bleſſed Magi? Let irbe in that = —_ 
Which is praiſc-worthy,as their care and paine, >» 
To finde nur Chrift, for as che Jearned ſaine, * 
They rooke their journey when the colder ayre, | 


= ny 


" | 


Chang'd dewes cofroſts, when winters filuer hairc 

Sriuicke full of Snow, and Boreas birter breath 

Blew numbac{le on rheir limbs: yer did pale dearth 

Standzas the Angell Rood in Balgams way 

Witha drawne Sword, their bodies he might ſtay, "i 

Nor their affe&tions, they went forward Rill, »i 

Chockhrg rodic, rather then want their will, F 

Like them, fo'vs norub, no barre ſhould hold 

From Iz4&hs King : As couctous for gold, » | 
Ame 
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. . itious after honour : So muſt we | 
4 te Chriſt, with feruour and alacrity : 1 
ME igion is nor bred in floth and caſe, 
< efoveat of labour,cre the God can pleaſe, 
e fit ypon her brow: yer ſec we are 
y in this, weneed not tourney farre 
Chciſt our, our lot ſo faire doth ſtand, 
we may ſtill keepe in our native land, 
{ meer our withes, —_ = be found 
hin our Kingdome, in lowed ground, 
hereon our Temples ſtand,cach "Gn. ca 
y euery good foule is his continent : 
r we to finde him our ( ſo meanc our care) 
ore ſlew then Szailes, more lame then Cripples arg; 
how ſhall the great care and diligence 
choſe, condemne our floth and negligence? 
ow ſhould we feare, fince in offence we ſtand 
quall with Izdeb, Gods all-powerfull hand 
ould throw downe vengeance on vs,and our eyes ' 
ſt char faire lighe which nowthey doe deſpiſe. 
he countrey of theſe I the Eaſt, - - 
nd commonly men loue their owne loile beſt, 
t ready preſt they in obedience ſtand, ; 
oJcaue (as Abrahan did) theirnatiue land; 
hen that bleſt Maid and Mother loſt her lonne,/' 
t her returne from Salem, as vndone 
ithout him(who can haue ſo great a loite 
nd not goe home againe by weeping crofſe?) 
c ſought him ſorrowing*mongſt her friends & kinz Luke z; 
ut could nor finde him, the might there begi 
Jcr ſearch anew, Chriſt is notalwayesfou 
ongſt kindred and acquainrance, ifthe ground 
hat gaue ys birth, willnot our Lord reccruc, 


or him wc muſt our native countrey leauc, 
Our 
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Our Fricnds, our home, and ſtranger places greet 
Though our owne Xthaca be ncre ſo ſweets 4 
Thrice happy isthat man,which can with theſe 
Forſake his ſoile, banniſhnegle& and caſe, 

Goe from the Eaſt ofplcaſure, till he hnde 
Icruſalem, that is, the peace of minde. 

Now had the Magi found this City our, 

Where Sion ſtood, and walking round abour, 

(Not to ſuruay the building or behold 

The ſtately Temple;richly ceckr withgold) 
Enquirefor Iudaþs Kung, her new borne King, 
This ſcem'd to 7/2acs Line an vncouth thing , 
They knewthic Scepter was from Iudah gone, 

And Herod who was now their King,was onc 
Inaugur'd by the Romanes, \ lavy they 

Pos'd by this queſtion, knew not what tolay: 
But the wiſe menthe more they found them (low, 

* Toanliwer,were the more inflam'd ro know: F7 
Tellvs we pray(fer we defire roJearnc) Y 
Where lives this Infant King ? we can &i{cerne 
No figne of joy, to make vs thinke bim heere ; 

O then where. is he we accountnor deare 

Our trauell or expence, ſo we may gaine | 
TheJong-wiſhe ſight of Iudahs Soucraigne : 

That he is borne,we doe true tidings bring, | 
Borne yours, your promis d, your ——_— King, 
Borne in your Countrcy, what we ſpeake we know, 
What we haue ſeene we willingly will how, 

We hauc his ſtarre ſcene, whole vnuſuall light, 
Shone in our caſterneclmare,and made night 
Exce]| the day in beaury : There's no cauſe 
You ſhould ſuſpe& we come to breake your Laws, 
Or to inuade your Kingdome, for we bring 
No armcg troupes to {ct vpon. your King, 


1 
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e doe not come as{pies, to vnderſtand 
he fruirfulnefie and trength ofthis your land, 
dur trauell is not to encreaſe our wealth, 
y traffique with you, or by private ſtcairh 
oget your treaſure,ſce,we bring great ſtore 
df Softly ſpices, and rich Indian Ore, 
nto this royall Infant co preſent, 
hich with ſubmiſſue reuerence our intent 
to lay downe before him,andfall low 
ur ſclues before his footeſtoole, for we know 
hart more then man is in him,and are come 
hus farre to worſhip hims This is the ſumme 
fall our wiſhes, Jet but your report 
e our dire&tion,to this Princes Court : 
his ſaid they cceaſt, but none can than reſolue 
their demand, which doth rheir ſoules inuolae 
JVith a newcloud of forrow, in which plight 
while 1 leaue them,rill a clearer light 
[fuſe more knowledge, time ere long will bring 


[ he deuout Magi,tothis new borne King, 


, # \ 


Tueſdaies 


A Weties Denotion. 


WEE — 
—_—_—_ —— —_ — 


Tueſdaics Meditation, or the © * 
-. ' _ third (vo. | 


The Argument, 


Herod andb:s the Newes appalls, 

The King in bafte a counſel calls : 

Next to conferre in ſecret wiſe, 

He with the Magi doth deuaſt. þ 

Y this time fame hauing new impt her wings, 
Flies from the Cnrywooke Courr, and briags 
Newes of theſe mens arriuall,and the end 
Oftrheir intended tourney ; to commend 
TheirdiJigence Court-Paraſites willſtriue, 
Like Ahmaey, and Cuſhi, who ſhall thriue 
Beſt in their expedition: Princes cares , 
Doe like their hands reach farre,and tyrants feares 
Place Spies 1n euery corner, whoſe cloſe ar —& 
Shicly mfinuarcs into the Hearr, P 
Of the abuſed SubicR, and from thence . 
Drawes danger vn his hcad, vnder precence 
Of more then common kindenefle, what he finds 
Sincerclyſpouken from plaine meaning minds, 
He poyſons in report, whcn he it bearcs 
To his Kings greedy ,all-ſuſpeRing eares. 
After thistatling goddeſſe once had ſpread 
This Newes abroad, and buz'd into the head 
Of fawning Sycophants, a pick-thanke tale, 
Looke how a ſhip driucn with a tore-zight gale 
© 
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utszhrough the Ocean : they hic faſt co coure, 
ndto ſterne Herod make a loud report. 

No ſooner had fame touche the tyrants eare, 
e that his cowatd bloud gaue way to feare, 
otake policfiion of him, that he ftood = 
ſtoniſht art the newes: the raging loud 

Vhea the fierce winds impetuoulty doc blow, 
nd in their vnrediſted fury throw 

he angry billowcs,'gainſt che ſandy ſhore 
Spics not out fome, or doth more Joudly roaze, 
hen yexed Herod, why didinly burne, 

Vhca ycaie feare to fiery rage did turne. 

Like a3 a (ilaer Current whoſe cleare freame 
Vhen ſweetly gilded by the lightfome beame 
Of gold-locke Phabws, it reflects a light, 
Becomecs a pleaſant obicd othe lighe, 

But if ſome ruder Swaine difturbe the aud 

By raking in it, fetching dut and mwd 

The watcs thickens, and beginsto looke 

Mare like a foulc fanke, then 2 chriftallbroake : 
So while che ug dhe 6 runs | 

And Sun-like n, from his \pbeare i 
Guilds at with beauty, 'tis a tr ” 


Ce 


2 


3 
3 


muddy to the brinke , 
Like puddle, bad ro view, but worle ro drinks. 
Softcodrhe caſe with Herod, andindeed 
Safpictous Tancs ſeldame berrer ſpeed: 
VVhea none ſeeke ro offend them hy 


# | 
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And reaſon good, for this truth hath beene ſaid, 
Sexeca He whom all fearc, of all muſt be afraid: 
O heauyburthen of a Monarches crowne,, 
O Pillow ftufc with thoraes, andnoc with dowlne, 
O glorious bondage ſe{dome bleſt with age, 
O lofty building fubieto the rage 
Of ſtorme and tempeſt, O faire guilded Cup 
Containing poiſon, whowould & thee vp, 
(So once a Macedonianking did ſay, 
Arntigonss Though he ſhould ſtumble on thee in the way, 
As a fairc roone at ſome gtear nupriall feaſt 
Hung with rich .Ar7as, and cach corner dreſt 
Wirh coſtly furniture, heere goodly place, 
There curious glaſſes, all ſet our.iri ſtate, 
Tables well wrought, wich perfum'd damaske couer'd, 
Embroder d ſtooles, nothing amiſſe or ſlubber'd, 
; By ſome rudefray ofthe diſtemper'd gueſt . 
Or iMEN(As with the (entaures atthe Lapythes Feaſt ) 
comes diſordered, fo that all the frame 
Nought but a Chaos you can iuſtlyname : 
Such a confuſed heape was Iud2h's King, 
When fame humming abour his eares, did ſting 
His very hcart and ſoule, with chic teport 
Of a ncw rimall, co his Crowne and Court. 
Nowgan remembrance ofhis Tyrant raigne 
Tococrure him wich an vawonted paine, 
Fhe ſtormic tage which on his ſubietstell 
Alc thinkes they will revenge,and now rebel, 
Diſinaid atthis, he doth begin to moane himy = 
As if chey came already rodethrone him; | 
F-.ccisaniſtInterprecer of things, p” 
Eſpecially within che hearrs of kings : | 
He chinkes char ſtrangers wijlinuade his land 
In hoſtile manner, and withpo#c *fulſhand, 


Expell 
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Expell him thence, andin his cate aduance 
he new borne Infant ; then he ſces a glance 
YOf a great Perſian Hoſte,thar hard ar hand, 
auc gotalready at their full command 
he bulwarke of hiskingdome, Salems rowne, 
Or cle the Magidurſt nor vp and downe 
Make ſuch enquiry, quite againſt his will, 
Who with a very frowne was wont to kill: 
TE Mou'd with the wind of different thoughts he raucs, 1 
Like the barke, bearen by the furious waues | 
Of the enchafed floud ; the Deuill roo 
Exagitates his minde, yet doubtfull who 
The new-borne lofant was: he knewdecreed 
Arunc in fate, wherein the womans ſeed | 
r'4 | dÞould break the Serpents hcad AS when the queens 
Ofheauen, fiercely enrag'd with icalousſpleenc 
Againſt Alcmena, and her Iouc-borne fonne 
From Afﬀericke brought two Snakes toſeaze ypon 
His infant body, thar their gripe ſokerce 
Might caulc hiscradlc to become his Herſe, 
But young Alczdes made his tender hands 
Abour the Serpents ſuch death-threatning bands, 
They could not hurthim, ſqueeling them to ſore, 
That 'rwext his fingersa foule purple gore 
ſued dpace, in which their life was drown'd, d 
Then l<crhem drop quite ſcncelefſe tothe ground: 
So ſtood the calc, when as diſſention roſe 
Betv 4xe this royall Infant and hisfocs: 
Horod and Satentwo foule Serpens were, 
Whom this new Hercwles did {queele with fears _ "'P 
Of tits all-powerfull hand, they boch diddread | 
* B. Their kingdov:esruine, and by this were led 
| Into vnwonted troubles, Satan thought. 
I harthus was he, by whom was to be wrought | 
| As » 


on 
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{ As a new Moſes) Ifracls Redemprion 

From Hels proud Pharaoh,and a full exemprion 
From all Xgyprtian bondage, which oppreſſion 

Lay heauie ypon man for his anſerileas 

This troubled Satan in infernall ſhade, 

And with new horrour did his thoughts inuade ; 
Like as the greedy wolfe, when as he ſpics 

The careful] Shephcard neerc,or heares the cries 
Ofthe fierce Maſtife troubled therewithall, . 
A __ his ſencesdorh apall: 


- So woluiſh Satan when he ſaw ſoneere, 


The Shepheard of our ſoule, a deadly feare 
Tooke hold vpon him,and diſturb'd him ſo, 
As doth the preſence of a powerfull Foe 

A weake opponemt; rob'd of his content, 
He vexes Herod his fit inſtrument, 
Knowing that feare of ſuch a danger will 


Stirre vp acare, how to preuent his ll, 

Regardlefle ſo he may ſecurcly _ | 

_ deepe in blond he doc his hand ingraine, 

VVe ingthis diſtration would him bring 

To ſecke the ruine of the new borne King. 
Thatſuch a Tyrant ſhould fo farre giue way 

To his perplexed thoughts, and fo diſmay 

Wirth feare of future troubles his weake minde, 

Is not to be admix*d: Bur when I finde 

Thar all Ieruſalem was rent in ſunder 

Wich him in this ſtrange Paſſion, then I wondet 

She,thatas one or'cioy'd at this new birth 

Should haue expreſt a triumph and with mirth 

Haue crownd her browes, ſhe that doth repreſeng 

A peaccfull ciry, and with full contenc 

Should the great King of peace haue enterrain'd, 

Was atChyifts birth, as in her craue!], paing, 
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But wonder not, a Princes faſhion 
Y Is fone obſeru'd by Subic&s uniration: 
'M (ameleons cannot into colours turne 
Faſter then Courticrs ; if their »oueraipne monrne 
Blacke clouds of ſorrow cover allthcir ice, 
F If ſmile, they change their copic ; 'tis a grace ; 
"Fl Cly/opbxs chinkes ro be without an cye, 
"Nl It Philip be bucblind: to goe awry 
' If Alexander doe ſa: Paraites 
Are juſt like giaſſesto their Princes fights, 
Fitly reſembling euery looke they hauc, 
Merry or fad, ridiculous or grauc : 
And asthe Eccho anſivereth the voice Tuutnal. 
Inthe ſame tone it ſpeakes, if itrcioyce Satyr.3, 
Sending forth 1oyfull accents, if iu forrow 
Verer, as ſad a language it doth borrow, 
So Hcrods Courtiers Eccho-like, but found 
What they recciue from hun by a rcbound 3 
Thus with him theſe (true royaJcics worſt bane } 
Sea-like,or like the moone doc waxe and wane, 
Another fort of Courticrs, Herods friends 
Did ſympathize with him, but in their cnds 
Much diifering from thc former, lome did doubr 
 W A ncw commenced warre, others more ſtout, 
Expettcd alteration. for the Theame 
It is beſt feſhing mthe troubled ſtreame, 
Did wher defire, onely they did not know 
Which part to fide on, when the ſtorme ſhould grow 
And this perplext them ; A third fort there were 
Of graver Cirizens; much dilinaid with feare, 
That Herod y. xedar this ſtrange report 
: Would wreake his ſpleenc on them: or if the coure 
Should change her King.thcy fear'd'a heauier yoake, 
For ſeldomie comes the better when the ſtroake 
Ip C Falls Hip: 
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Falls froma farre-fercht hand, ithcauicr lights 

To hauc an ynknowne Prince it cucn atfrights 

Thcir vnderſtanding: As that vicerous man, 

Srucke full offlics, when ſome in putty 'gan 

To chace then; thence, cryed out in pitcous wiſe, 

O doc not wrong me lo, theſe fullfed flies 

Now fated with my bloud, | well can beare, 

Bur if you drive them thence, I much doe feare 

New ones will fillchcir places, and the caſe 

You thinke to doc me, mc farre more dilplcaſe ; 

So theſe thought berrer, with the ruſticke ſwaine 

Once to digge vp Antigonms againe, 

And rocndwe thoſe flics that had their fil, 

Rather then new ones, which niore bloud might will 
The coun.on fort ſeeing their ſoucraigne lad, 

Thought it their duticalioto bc clad 

In the minds mourning habite : Princes are 

Like the firſt mouer co the lower ſtarre, 

Vnto the Subiets, by their ſwifter motion 

They drawthem ſtrongly to ther owne deuotion; 

And as a Horſe though tull of turce and ſpirit 

Backt by a $kilfull Rider ſeemes t'iaherme 

His will and tuogement, one whiic ſtanding fill, 

Then paci'-g, ruuning, bounding at his wi 

So faresittwixt the SubicRand the King , 

Backt by the rince Rules ſnaſflc doth hini brin 

To what his ſou-raigne pleaſe : the King's thi 

The »ubic are the members, which doc ſpread 

And grow from thence,now when the head 's d 

How thould the members but be much diſplea'd ? 
Bur here a doubt is mou*d, Muſt Subictts till 

Conforme thcit manners to their ſoucraignes will ? 

May not leruſalem with faire intent, : 

In this,or like perplexitic diſſent, 


Frow 


ſ 
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From troubled Herod, muſt che Princes faſhion 
Still Jeade the Subic to an imitation? 
Not —_ are bur men, and ſo may crre, 
The King of Kings Edit we muſt preferre 
Before a mortals: though Auguſtus lay, 
Doe this, if Godforbide it, to obey 
Is to become a traytor? Gods Command 
Compar'd with mans,muſt like an Ocean ſtand, 
To ſwallow vp that drop,to quench chat ſparke, 
As [doll Dagon fell before the Arke ; 
As ſtarres arc hidden when the Sun doth ſhine : 
So humane lawes muſt ſtoope ynto divine. 
The tyrant thus with feare perturb'd,ar laſt 
vil WJ Summons his wits rogerhcr, and doth caſt 
How to preuent all danger, and in minde 
Reuoluing wany things,at length doth finde 
No berter courſe can with his fafery ſtand, 
Then by an Edit fent throughout his land, 
Tocall a counſe!l, and Icft by delay 
$ He might incurre a hazzard,men that day 
Wirh {petiall wries to further his incene 
Goe our, and ſummon ſtraighr a Parlaunent : 
In this,though elle full of impictic, 
Herod to Kings a Preſident may be, 
Not on their owne fole tudgement to relie, 
But to conſult with their grauc counſels cic, 
Which can ſce farre into high pginrs of ſtate, 
And deepeſt marrers learnedly debate. 
Well knew the cunning Tyrant how to make 
A fit EleRion, and ſuch men to rake 
As his defigne might further : for which cauſe 
He conuocates the wiſcſt in the Lawes, 
And thoſe whont he knew firreſt coexpound 
Old Pcophclics,and miſtcries profound, 
| Cz 
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For Prieſts and Elders,with the learned Scribe, 

He picks the beſt for tame from cuery Tribes 

Had warre the ſubic& beenc to be diſcuſt, 

He wo 1d haue cal'd Commanders for the truſt 

Of rzxariiallmatters, hts them beſt thar are . . * 

Wellcenc and practiz*d inthe fears of warre, 

Burt this was noſuch things Herods defire = 

Was by all meancs he could deuſe, t'exquize 

Where he ro whom ſo many ages paſt 

Iudah's Dominion was afhign'd at laſt 

Should take his birth : the true Metis place 

Was the waine queſtion that they had un chaſe. 

Thcy had nor fate in conſultation long, 

But they were ſoone agreed, and yet amon 

So manv. ſcarce there cou'd be one found out 

To b- their ſpeaker, and refolue rhe doubr 

Atlaſt an aged Priz{t did yndertake 

To be the tongue fer all che reſt, and make 

Atullrclation ot Propherique truth, 

So vp he role, and (pake what next cnſueth/ 
Great Kg led ſure by ſome diuiner lighr, 

From the blacke dzrkenefle and Cymmienaunight 

Otfthe Worlds crcor. fince ſtate pollicies 

Thou leaueſt to ſearch out heauens high myſterics; 

Happy are we thy ſubictts ro behold 

Such goodnc le in ſuch greatnetic,keepe thy hold, 

Gocon wm Grace andgycrmuc though alone, 

Ad thou thalt hrice theic props vi hold thy throne, 

know thou brig! t Mo arch Bethlehem 1>the place, 

Which our M- thias choicn hath, to grace 

With kis waicttique preſence, when he ſhall 

Firſt tee the light ot this © precftia'l Ball 2 

So write our ancient Proptzers, *'mongſt the reſt, 

CMz4þ, whole Oracles are thus exprett ; 


And 


And thou,O Berhlchem, in 1udahs Land, 
Shalc nor for leaſt among the Princes ſtind, 
For out« fthee ſhall conic a King, which well 
Shall know to guide my people itracl; 

Thus in few words | doc my luueraigne thow, 
What he with ſo much carc dclr'd ro kiiow 
Herod well pleaſed witht chjd. beſtowed a nod, 


| And they their adoration, as ſome god 


Had ſent them a rich fafour : then they kift 
His hand, and {0 theatlembly was Giliniſt. 
Bur 1 (though Herod) not diſtnille you ſo, 
Something I haue to lay before ye goe, 
O can ye be lolight, yer leeme lo graue, 
Profelle ſo much zealc, yer o little haue, 
Can you ro Herod truely point the place 
Where your Meſſias 1s, yet want the grace 
To vifice him you ſelues? As larger {tones 
Erctted 1n ſome high way for the nounce, 
Dir- & the Paſſenger, bur due not mouc 
A ior from thence, where they were fixt in Joue : 


. Or as the Bels loud repercuſhue ſound 


Cals vnto CO that heare it round, 
Bur in it ſe{fe doth not leaſt motion feele, 
To make irtleane it ſcmicircled wheele: 


So theſe could ſhew where Chriſt was to be feund, 


Yer neuer ſeeke him,all was ſhew and ſound, 

No fo!id ſubſtance ; They muſt needes be 11], 
Whorich ia knowledge, are fo poore in will, 

By this time Herod who in rhought reuolu'd, 
Many a Plot, and Plat-forme, was reſoju'd 

To faxc on oi for all; fliely he ſent 

For the wife men to court, with whom he ſpent 
Some time 4n free diſcourſe, the maine thus farre 
Did reach, to know what time the caſterne ſtarre, 
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Made his firſt apparifion, this once told 
' Herod his minde did in theſe words vntold, 

With how great care my ſelfe baue ſought to kno 
This Infant Prince ye come to,well doth thow 
The counſcl! cal'd of late, ca!l'd tor your good 
For now we know the place of his aboad ; 

That he is more then humane I belecue, 
Though clouded in obſcurity,and grieue 
Time and occalion 1will net giue me leaue 
To goe this progreffe with you,and recciue 
That ſoule ſecuring comfert,and delight 
Which you will weer with in the gracious fight = 
Of ſuch an Obica : but doc you goe on, 
And ſcarch with Lincews cyes,to jight vpon 
The houſe that hojds bim, andit once you fortune 
(For which I will the higher powers importune) 
Burt brit:g you to kim, > you haue done 
That you are led to by Deuction, 
Doe butſo much of happy tine afford, 
As ray returne you backe,to bring, me word, 
And1 my ſclfe ſubmitting ſtate and glory, 
Although toattcrtiuwes I make a ſtory, 
Will winged in my defire approach befure him, 
Andfalling proſtrate on the ground adore him, 
O lubtule Fox, that with (@ faire pretence = 
Couldſt ſuch a deed of cruelty commence, 
Asthe {weetc Latancs murder,for we tinde 
Such Lambe-like ſca blance bid a waluiſh minde : 
OfChriſtthe Lambc k: ſpake, as if he means 
To wotihip,when co worry he was bent? 
Hypocrite with a fine thred is ſpunne, 
And ſcemes an Eagle that dares face the Sunne, 
Butoncee xpos'd vato that glor.ous light, 
Shrinkes backeamaz'd,ind canopics her fight, --þ 
H 


? 
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Herod by craft — he mighr quickely ga = 
Whar <0 plainedealing he could not obraine 

So Generalls in their exploits of warre, 

Sceing the Lyons caſe will not reach farre, 

That they way bring their Stratagem abouc 
Peece on the F a iane, tocke It our, 

So the llic Fox as dead himſelf duth lay, 

When he intends to make the largeſt prey? 

So 1oab hugs him whom he meanes toflay, 

So Iudas kites whom he doth betray ; 

Bur Hersds cunning doth himſclte beguile, 

The Wolfe delayes,the Lambe eſcapes the while 
The wiſe menlend an eare vnto the King, 

Bur that we finde anſweare not any thing, 

Yer fince by filence they doc ſhew conſcne, 

They are diſmiſt, and Herod ſcems content. 


LE — 


Wednefdaies Meditation, or the 
fourth ({axto, 


\M. 


_—_— ——_— 


The Argument. 


By the ftarres belpe the wiſt men finde 
Our Sauionr out, their gifts defind, 

Admoniſhedfrom God before 

In Her ods ſight they come no more, 


Magi finding not whar they doe lacke, 
n leruſalem ſoone turne their backe, 
They had not trauaiPdfrom the cirryfarre, 


When te thrice welcome Iſo cr 
C4 Did 
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Did reappeare vntothem; God withdrawes 
. His b'cxyings from vs,that a little pauſe 
4 Ofabſence may endeare them : fo the hghg 
Toone immur'd in priſon {cemes more bright 
When his enlargement comes : ſo when the blaſt 
Of ſome impetuous wind rends vp the Maſt 
Of the. Sca-tolied-Hulke, ready as food 
To ſtop the moiith of the deuouring fluod, 
A ſudden Calme is {weereſt : A dilcaſe 
Makes health in the repurchaſt berter p'egſe: 
Vicifhtude delights and breedes reſpect, 
Where long enioying generates neg &. 
Ha. the wile men 1n all therr journcy kept 
The Starre adeily guide,they had not lept 
For ioy,as they did now ; indeed content 
Might rhen hauc kept pace with them, but as pent 
Within too ſtrait a prilon,their vaſt toy 
Breakes forth into exprefiion,no annoy 
Gauifi ſunt Ablc trocounter-=check it,*twaShrore great 
FF ga4d.o ] hen text coula well deſcribe,or | repeat, 
= m14g70 Like as a mother of a ſonne belou'd 
| walde. As her eye fight, fxom hex eye-fight remou'd 
| By a long ablcnce,and no newes arriuing, 
Wherhcr he doc conlort the dead or Inuing, 
Gricues at her hap,whilc heart-diſmaying feares 
Ventour her forrow,nut in words, bur tearcs; 
Which when paſt hope ſhe ſees him heme returne, > 
Ceaſt any longer hisdeccale tro mourne, 
And rawtht in her ioy,her ſpirits drownd 
In ſuch adchuge,talls into a {wound : 
But hauing oncethoſe powers recolleed, 
Seeing the obic& by her lo affeed, 
Kifles,enbraces, bugs her dearcſt Boy, 
Ready to skip out ef her skin for joy : 


bofared itwith the Magi; whenrthe Starre 
'irſt difſappear*d.at made no doubr a warre 
chin them,ſundry pafſtun+ did conteſt, 
But gri- fc loone gets the maſtery of the reſt ; 
Yet lung the craþbed rvrant doth not reigue, 
re be be cleane depos'd,che Srarre againe 
By new appcarittg aitcrs quire the ſtare; 
S 0 10y ſucceeds, and doch pr Jonunate ; 
Tun'd to a holy key, thei rongies doth ſound 
Lauvitaes, while their heart corb dance a Round, 
This Startc,v- hether at Argeitic that fathion, 
Orelſc ſome radiant holy 1n\prationys 
hether an errant P'anet aworg the ſeuen, 

Or one of thule faire bodies txt im heauen, 
Sent downe to {crue the turne.or clic creared 
For this ſole vic,and then anihulated, 
I will norſtand to queſtion : on it went 
As a ſure conuoy,tor the courl it hent 
Was not orbicular,bur lo dire 
As they could wiſha guide,whole beſt reſpeR 
Might Icade them on ; the motion of u flow, - 
And as 1t way be well concluded, low, 
Elſe could ic not haue kept an equall pace, 
Nor yet haucfully powtedto the place. 

Come to the houſe,as if it had no will 
For any further motion,it ſtood ſtil, 
And ouer the poore cottage long did houer, 
Or like fome golden Canopic,did couer 
The place of Chriſts abode 2 which once deſcride 
By the wiſe mengits luſter it did hide, 
And nc'cr was [ecne againe, although ſome cell, 
Gliding from thence,c fell into a Well. 
Interpreters doe by this Starreexpreſic, 
Such as turne men to fath and rightcouſneſ(e, 
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Thrice happy are thoſe Starres,which ſoulesdo gui 


 ToChriſt,and alſo there themſclues abide, 


Enter'd they find the Infant with his Mother; 
She purs nor out her Child vnto another; - 
Me thinkesir is an crrur againſt kind, 
That Mothers which hauc ſtore of milke afſign'd, 
Should dry thoſe fountaines,to preſerue their t 
From whence their infants ſhould ſuck loue and dut 
Or thatfor ſtate, fur rrouble,or for pleaſure, 
They ſhould expoſe ſuch an vnualew'd treaſure 
Aschildren are,ynrto anothers care, 


'> While they themſclues thereof will beare no ſhare, 
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Matty cycs law him which of that (hall auife: 


The bletlced Virgin bare a better mind, 

To her owne ifluc then to proue vnkind, 

Milke the a bleſſing knew,dry breaſts a curſe, 

Therefore ſhe dain'd herſelte to be a nurſe : 

The wiſe men when they come, the [nfant ſee 

Hang at her breaſts, or dandled on herknee, 
Now did the Magi meet their full deſire, 

And mighe with Simeon wiſh they might expire: 

Great wastheir toy,when they beheid the Starrey 

To-ſee the Sun muſt needs tranſcend it farre 2 

Abraham tcioyc'dro ſee Chriſts day in ſpirit; 

Your toy muſt necds be greater, which inheric 

A larger blc{ling,you in fleſh behold him, 

And haue that fauour in yourarmes to fold him z 

Prophetsand Kings haue long defir'd in vaine, 

Tolce what you ſec, Fudahs Suucraigne ; 

Therefore (tohim who beſt can cenſure things) 

Happier you are then Prophers,or then Kings. 
Yet ler me ſay,*twas notthe fight alone 

That mad: thele wife men happy,had they gone 

No turther,they hadneer arriu'd at blifſe, 


- 
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theſe wiſe men when once they come before him, I 
all proſtrate on the ground, and doc adore hin) ; 
cl] might good Bernard this ſtrange at admire, 
hac wile men, great ren,who toſcnle were higher 
hen what they fell fo low to, ſhould aftord 
Luch worſhip to an Infant, poorely ſtord 
Vich what ſhould fir a Royall birth, the place, . 
ttendanrs.drefling,cradic.bad no grace 
o moue ſuch vaſlalage ; ſure God inſpir'd 
A thing which well deſeruesto be admar'd) 
duch Faith into their minds,as made them (ce 
\ G-dhead clothed with bumanity. 
Zcing to come *fore ane of more command 
w, Perhacs Monarke, with an eniprty hand Athansfut. , 
They dare not make approach,bur ope their treaſure, 
nd gine their ewne in an —— _ 
he gifts they dedicate to Chriſt arc three ' 
0 _ they did adore the Trinitie : : Argpfone 
Or cle ro ſhew,the perſon they ador'd, 
Although bur one,was with three Natures ſtor'd, 
Deity,Soule and Body ; or to _ 
His threefold Ofhce of Prieſt, Propher,King, © - 
Toour remembrance; therefore ſome doc call 


Theſec,ſacramentall gifts; Prophcticall (yþ114m. 
Others cntule them ; the firſt was Gold, Ruertss. 


Which with a King deth correſpondence hold; Bajhte 
Orellſe they otter plenty of their Orc, a 

That to ſupply their wants they might haue ore 

When Chriſt ould tie ro Egypt: they beſtow 
Mirrhe,thata mortall man we might him kno: 

The Frankinſence they offer doth define, 

As God he muſt hauc facrifice Diwuine. 

Againe,purc Gold,clcare Mirrhe,ſweet Frankinſence, 

Doc cach of chemaſford a morall ſence; Gola 

| old. 
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Gold fignifies pure doQrine, Faith fincere, 
A charity rehin'd, which God holds deare : 
Myrrhe repreſents the reares ofpenitence 
Shed for our finnes. a mortifier ſence 
To worldly matters; Frankinlence doth ſhew 
Perfum'd deuotion,where we muſt beſtow 
The Incenlc of our prayers ; theſe well preſented, 
Are offerings wherewith God is much contented. 
The wiſe men having their oblat.on ended, 
And ſeene,and known what mjght be comprehende 
Take leaue,and doe berake them to their reſt, 
Deeming themſclues to be not meancly bleſt 
In ſuch a happy iſſue, now their mind 
Ar quiet,a ſweer fIcepe the'r {ence doth bind, 
About the dead tine of the (iJent night, 
They faw,or thought they ſawa glorious light; 
In ita ſhape more bright,an Angel; ſtood, 
Who came from heauen to warne the for their good, 
And hauing gently wak'd them, wich a voice 
Able tocharme attention, and rejoyce 
The very hcart to heare it, thus he ſaid; 
Let not your minds with ecrror be diſmaid, 
Almighty God, whoſe | reioyce to be, 
Hath {ent me to you on this embaſie : 
The honour which you lately did his Sonne, 
Aath ſo much fauour from his goodnefſe wonne, 
That knowing you are bene to vndertake ( 
A dangerous journey, he defires to make 
The hazzard knowne ynto you : luda's King, 
Hcrad I mieane,is rather anything, 
Then what he ſeem'd vnrto you: A pretence 
Of worſhip, when in that cloſe conference 
He brake abour the Infant, was a wilc, 
Both you and him the betrer co beguile; 
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For in his heart he plocted long before, 
o waſh his hands within the purple gore 

Of his luc bluod,and chote for this untenr 
our.h;plens te robe his nſtrument; 

Mca ng whcn h«< had ſeru'd his curne,to reaue 
ou of your deareſt liues,ſtriuing to leaue 

preſident viitopoſterity, 

fan vnaatcht,vnheard of tyranny; 

Be mindtullof uy words,and take good heed 

How you return to He? od,rathcr lpced 

Intv your Country by ſome ovher way, 

For no 1:0all danger waits vpon de'ay. 

This laid. he quickly vanithr our of fight, 

And they fel] co their relt rhar reſt of nighe, 

No looncr did the gray-cycd Morne appeare, 
And by her bluſh gthew the Sunne was neare, 
Bur totheir 1ourncy they themlelues addrefle, 

And nundfu)l ofthe V ilton, which did prefſe 

Their memories afret};,they leauec the rode 
Which leades to $+lem, though the traft were broad, 
And ride chrough lanes, and by- wates,till at laſt 
The confines of ludea they are paſt. 
Secure from danger,their poſt-haſte they ſtay, 
And crauaile on at [calure,by the way 
Diſcourhng wi.h ioy not to be expreſt, 
How higbly they were in that tourney ble: 
Ere n.any dates their Country livoke appeares, 
And they in peace at hoe hue many yeeres, 

I cannor leaue this part of hiſtory, 
Till l haue ſhewcd a victullmyſtecy ; 
Herod by the vnanimous aflcnr 
Of Fathcrs,doth the diu*1repreſent, 
They then which by Gods mercy are ſerfree 
From bondage,worle then Egypts {laucry, 


Satans 
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Sarans oppreſſion, muſt abhorre ſuch bands, 
And take good heed they fallnor in his hands, 
The filly Bird hauing cſcap'd the ner, 
Farre from the fatal place herſe}fe will ger, 
The Lambe whichfrom the Wolfe hath got away, 
Wi'lno more venture from the flocke to (tray, 
If oy the Goſpels Srarre we once arc brought 
To ChriQ, kt vs by no temptation wrought, 
Turne backe to Herod but forſaking quite. 
The workes of darknefſe,in Gods Word delight, 
Indeed 1 know we are rotrauaile farre 
To our owne Country,in this world we-are 
Bur ſtrangers: he tharliucs the Jongeſtage, 
Doth _- his life in tedious pilgrimage : 
Heauen 15 our happy home,an wemuſt ſtriue, 
Though cloſe by.hell we paſſe, how ro arriue © 
Vnrto that blefſed Harbor, by the way 
Remouing all ſuch rubsas would vs ſtay, 
Bur ct me tel] you, Icft we chance ro ſtray 
Our journey thither lyes another way : | 
'Tis not the too-too common road of vice, 
Which is the paſſage varo Paradice; 
Marth. 7.13. ah no,the path which vnro blifſe doth lead 
_ Is ſtraight, and few they are thar doe it tread? 
Fmmutatio Then,onely chen,another way we take, 
vie emen- When ef our vicious lifea change we make. 
datiovite : Like asthe Propher which was tent to cry 
| ' Euſcbues Againſt thar Altar of unpiery, 
'4 ] Emuſſenus. Ser vp by leroboam, had command 
| L-King.13. Notro goe backe ynto his natiuc Land 
By the {ame way he came: the like haue we, 
VVenwſt our old waies leaue,and ſpeedily 
As we new creaturesarc,new wayes enquire, 
Such as may bringvs whither we defare, 


2.Pet.2.11. 
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He that by finne hath left heauens vſuall track, 
uſt by repentance 2 new way come back, 
ſ thou walkron in luſts impurity ? 
Rerurne another way,by chaſtcry, 
Didſt chou with pride a ſtately march maintaine 3 
\nother way hunulity regame. 
In auarice didſt thou d<l1ght to moue ? 
Rerurne anothcr way,and walke in loue. 
Did ſharpe contention make thee rrudge to Law? 
From that miſleading path thy feet withdraw, 
nd ſtriue ro Jive in peace. Dadthy heart range 
In vſurics wiide maze? O letit change 
Though much againſt chy native conſtitution) k 
ich good Zacheus toa reſtitution, | =} 
In fine.if we wander from trurh,or ſtray , 
Neuer ſo little from the narrow way, 
e n.ifle ous path.and ſo abberring rome 
From the right way,fhould leade vs to our home, 
And therefore as the trauailer in doube 
Which way to take,with heed doth Jooke about 
To (pic ſorue houſe,or perſon, which may be 
helpe to him io hisperplexitic, 
And neuer Jeaue enquiring,tilihe know 
aich way he Guſt decline, and which way goe; 
Soif yee be in doubt whichpath to hold, 
With Salpjons faire Spouſe get rothe fold, 
Where ſhepheards keepe their flock,ofthem enquire, Cant.1;8, _ 
Andrthey will fatishe your mſt deſire ; ' 
Then hauing found it,kcepe it with delight, | 
And neither curne tothe left hand, nor right; | 
So ſhall ye find what cucr may beride p 
In your way thither, 'twill you lafely guide 
| b your po_ Country, where you ſhall poſſeſſe 
--N More good then heart can thinkg,or expreſle, 
1 * S burſdajes 
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'The Argument. 


An Angell 5 to loſeph ſent, 
Tolell him HErodsfoule intent 2 
Hewith hns charge to Egypt fites, 
And there remaines tu. Herod ates, 


Nope had the Magi left the Land 
Paleſtine, but Ke which hath command 

Ofallthar know a becing, and can ſee 

Things plotted with the greateſt {ecrecy, 

And catily clude rhem,qdiu intend 

To Herods proict a vyainc. fruitleſſe end : 

God 2e46-Y rae man be crafty ro deuiſe) 

Infatuate che Counte!s of the wiſe, 

And tree his children from what may annoy them, 

Though walice wyne with cunning todeſtroy them! 

Sa Pharaoh, who from Iracl will nor part, 
Conſiligy Wants of his will, yerfor it teeles the {mart 2 
diutnum S0Saul, ho pratn'd Daw! confound, 
dium deui- Did himfeltc tall,and 7 5ſonne wascroun'd? 
taturim- $0 Herod who did ſeeke 1. | haue deprird 
pletur,by- Chriſt of hislife, did find imſclfc ſhort Jiu'd, 
manaſa- Thus Gods decree while hund,doth take eff, 
pientia dum And huuanewiſedome wi..ilc it ſtriucs,is cheda, 
reluliatur, Now wereall humane cycs hut vp infleepe, 


comprehen.. Bur ſuch whom care,or paine did open kee N 
| ap eGreg. " , * Was 


y 


em! 


a * 
©» 


(he 


A Weekes Dexotion, 43 . 


Whena bleſt AngelI(Angels are prepar'd 
To be to Gods Ele&t a ſurer guard 
Then mortals can be )ynro 1o/eph came, 
Sent to that iuſt man in Iehouahs Name, 
Whoſe Sun-like preſence hadſo bright aray, 
Thar it rvade mid-night to excel] nud-day : 
Yer the good man fearelefle, becauſe yntainted, 
And with ſuch apparitions pre..acquainted, 
Expected the cuent; when thus n.ade bold, 
The Angel! did his Ewbaſy vnt.ld; | 

O thou whichfrom the Lord ſuch grace haſt won, 
To be the Foſter-farher of his Sonne, 
And husband(though thou liueſt more like a brother ) 
Vnto thar cucr blelted Virgin Mother, . 
Looke well vnto thy charge,the Wolfe doth watch 
Wirh bloody mind,both Lamb and Eue to catch, 
That he way prey vpon them,therefore take 
The tender [ntant,and his Mother make 
Co-parrner in thy thight,to Egvpt flec, 
There's roome and ſafety for thy Charge and Thee: 
There plantthy habicauon,and remaine, 
Till thou mayſt ſafely venture backe agaime, 
Which ſafery whea the time ſhall once attord, 
Ile be a Mctienger to bring thee word. 

This. meflage ended, backe the Angel! goes, 
When refencly good 7oſepb doth ditpoſc 
Himſelfe to Gods command, that very night 
Vith his deare charge heE*gins ro take his Night, 
but though ſuch haffe Toſeph made to be gone, 


Wece'll ſtay a while,and meditate hereon, = 
That woman in the yncouth Wilderncile, 

' Whom neere her time the Dragondid diftrefſe, 

One thinkes,dorth repreſent the Church ; anorher 

(Not much amulic)rhe bleiicd Virgin Morher : 

FX D Indeed 
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Indeed the Dragon ſuits with Herod well, 
And Mary is the womans paralel!: 

The ſtory tells vs,that the woman fled 

The Dragons furiz, when delivered 3 

So wasthe blefled Virgin glad to flic 

With her young Babe from Herods crueley 2 


The Dragon there ſtood ready to deuoure 
The Chili,when he was borne ; andeuery houre 
Herod did gape for newes,that he might flay 
Theblefſedſt lnfanc cuer yerfaw day : 

Yer Child and Mother both cſcaped there z 
So Chriſt and Mary both preſcruce were : 
As Moſes guarded by Gods mighty hand, 
Came ſafely offrom the vniuſt conmand 
Ofperſecuting Pharoah,and became 

A mighty Caprtainc in Ichowabs Name 

To qucll the pride of Pharoah,and ſer free 
The Hebrewes from Egyprian flauery : 

So by Gods prouidence did Chriſt eſca 


From Dragon Herods mouth which vide, did gape, 


To ſwallow him aliue,that he might be 

Vnto his people in captiuity 

A mighty leader,and the power quell 
OfSinne,and Sathan,ofthe Graue, and Hell, 
And ſo in finc his Iſrael ſafely bring 

From bondage worle then vuder Egyprs King: 
Finally when the Dragon did percemue 

Hts torce againſt the wocnam vaine,did leaue 
1 operſecure her,yet did in], burne 

In indignation,and his fury turne 

To warre vpon the remnant of her ſeed, 
Hoping to nicerthere with ſuccesfull ſpced ; 
Sv Herod fruſtrated of his defire, 

Suffers his hcart to burnc in flaming fire 
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Offurious rage, and willnecdes wreake hisſpleene 

On ſilly infants, bur this ſhalbe ſeene 

More largely,in the progrefle of this ſtory, 

Chriſts flight a while keeps back che Infants glory. 
Like as a xtra when he ſpics a plan, 

Full of faire hope fit elbow roome to want, 

Asnigh ſome oucrſpreading cree,bereauen 

Ofthe Suns hear,and the tat dew ofheauen, 

Wirh care remoues it to another place, 

Where it thriues mainly, ina little ſpace : 

So when the Lord his Sonne that vlanc did ſee 

Plac'd ro neare Herod that farre ſpreading tree, 

Yet fruitleſſe,rh<refore worthy to be feld 

Leſt the vnholſome ſhadow death ſhould peld 

To the neare neighbouring plant, his powerfull hand 

Doth now tranſplant him to another land. 
He thar in flight our refuge is heere flics, 

He that aſſiſts vs 'gainft our cucmies, 

A Auoids the furie of his mortalltpes, 

And like an exile into Egypt gocs: 

Thar in ſuch kind of dirc calamiries, 

He mighe with vs the berrer [ymparhize: x4 | 

Our Sauiour Chriſt withove a Gyges ring I. 

Could haue obſcur'd his perion fromthe King, 

Or had he pleaſ'd what cuer was intended 

'Gainſt Herods malice hauc himſclte defended: 

He that by hire did his Elah guard 

He that an hoſt of Angels had prepar'd 

El:ſhato ſecurehe that did ſaue 

Daniel from Lyons, Latarus from the graue, 

Had it ſcem'd good could heere haue gon as farre 

And quail'd the force of Heyods men of warre ; 

Bur he choſe rather to ſepoſe his might, 


nd to expolc his perſon youe flight; Ei 
_ - 
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Either to ſhew what he him({elfe doth ſay, 
Toh.i9, Hecamenoworkdly Sceprer here to (way: 

Or clſc by hisexample to declare, 

The Church for perſecution muſt prepare: 

Or it way be to teach ys,that the Lord 

No extraordinary willaftord, 

When we haue ordinary meancs at hand, 

By whichwe may withdraw,and quit the Land, 

To worke our fafcty: or to teach in fine 

Vs perſonal! perlecution todecline : 

<0 Moſesfled from Pharaohs cruelty: 

So Damidfrom his ſonnes impiety : 

So Pail,no ſafery being m the Towne, 

Vas in a basker by the wall letdowne, 

Thar he mighr {caperhe danger ; ſo againe 

He fled from Salem, fearing to be {laine; 

So Polycarpein periccutions heat, 
Euſebins, Did by aduice,tar a while change his ſcate * 

So Athanaſius did often flic 

From thatblood thirſting Arrian tyranny : 
Socrates 5Sowhen1uſtiza,/alentimans Mother, 
ſchol aſtucus ,Herrage againſt $ Ambroſe could not {mother, 
He fi:d from Millaine : Chryſoftome like fare 
Drew from Bizantwum,to ſhun the hate 
Eudexia barc vnto him : Chriſt our Sautour, 

Vien paſt an Infanr,had the like behauiour : 

So when rhe Phariſes a counſel] rooke 
Mat.12.15. Againſt his lite,theu prelencec he torſooke :* 


w 


na So when the Nazarens malicious will 
* Y ; ws z » : 
Would throw him headlong from the City hull, 


He lettrhe place : fo when with fell ueſpite 

The lewes &id ſeeke ro ſtone him,from their fight 
He hid himlelte : to make thistruth mote plaine, 
He giucs this asa precept,to remainc | 


<= wml tl 


To allſucceeding times,when tyrants hate, 
Shall rather ſeeke your Jiues.then your eſtate, 
Our of one City to another flic, N14F 
And faue your ſeluesfrom their ſterne cruelty: 
This is to be like cunning Serpents wile, 
When innocence of Doues will notfufhee, 

Bur we muſt knowour Sauiour fled nordeath, 
Our of a feare to leeſe his vita] breath; 

Onely tor this cauſe he did now foreflow ir, 
That afterwards he berrer might beſtow it : 
He meant to Jay itdowne; as a rare gift 

Ot his owne bounty, not by Herods drift, 
By his freewill he did inrend to die, 

And not out of a fored neceflity. 

Bur ſeeing thou wouldſt haue rhy Sonne,O Lord, | 
To flie,wherefore ro-Egept ſo abhord? 
Can that co thy belou'd fate harbor gue, 

In which chy lſrael didin bondage hue, 

Hauec the Egyptians thoſe plagues forgor 
Thou didſt impoſe vpon them? Willthey nor 
Study reuenge ? Or may not /oſeph feare, 

If Egypts King of his arrmall heare, 

He thall beraken for an Hebrew Spie, 

And by ſome yncouth torment forc'd ro die, 


| O ler not fleſh and blood expoſtulare 


With Gods deterimination,or debate 
The matter any fumher,God who drawes 
Honey from Hew lock with the Bee,can cauſe 
Each place thar 15t9 ſerue vnto his will, 
And fafcry raiſe even from thoſe would kill, 
The time was once when his almighty Hand 
Threw plagues apace on the Egyptian Land, 
The worſt of which wherewith they were annor'd 
Was, when their firſt- borne flue was deftror'a ; 
D 3 To 
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To recompence this lofſe he ſends his owne 
And by his bounty his great loue makes knowne, 
Once making Moſes his fit inſtrument, 
Cymmenandarknefſe on theirLand he ſenc. 
And which was worlc, groping for light as blind 
Suſfred them Jiue in darkneflc of their mand, 
Therfore his ſonne, that Sun ſhall now arife 

To giu* them hght,which doc not ſhut their eyes 
Againſt his ſplendour,for as ſtories tell, 

When he came thither allcheir Idolls fell, 

And as we read that Foſepi beſt belou'd 

Of 1acob,from his Fathers eye remou'd 

By enuic of his bretheren, was conuayed 
To Egypt where by Gods direRtivn ſtay'd; 

He was a kind of Savzaur to the Jand, 

In kecping famine out which did' command 
Afccr a lcucn yearcs plenty ; fo more wanc 

T hreatning torvine Egypt which grew icant 
Of grace and goodne{te,Chriſt a Sauiour came, 
And 1n gicatmercy did prelcrue the ſanc, 

For he the true bread is where he doth dwell 

A!! fawine from the foule he doth cxpell. 

By thistune 7o/eph whom much care did prefie, 

Had gottenall things in a readinefle, 

And im the couert ot the ſhady night 

Won ation- B<gins his wurney,darkneſle could nottright 
dit verus o- Him or his charge : obe4ience corh contend 
bediens quce How to pleaſe God alchough it ſenſe oftend. 
| Ie it quod Not nto what commanded 1s, it prics, 
| precipitur : Pyttharit is comfnandced doth juffice : = 

boc ſolo con- GoodToſeph murmures nor atthe great painc 

| gentus quia Or the long tourney he muſt enterraine, 

' pracipitur. He ſtaggers not infaith, that ke doth flic 

Bernard. Which muſt fauc others from their miſcry : 


ut 


Bur other ficſh,the fleſh of beaſts doe till, In vidimis 
Where we obeying ſacrifice our will. pe” a 2caro 
Thus did good Zo/eph,whom no ler could ſtay obedientia 
No not fo long asfor the lightſome day : vero volume 
And well in E black night did they begin tas propria 

; Their trauaile from a place niore black in fnne. wad -þ fo 

Now gan the day from our the caſt appeare, Gree 

Whoſe comfortable light their hearts did cheare, : 
And ere the Sun hadfally ſhone an hower 


. Allthis faith the Euangeliſt was done, 
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Bur as he came from Abraham,behaues 
Himſelfe like Abrabam,in his mind he graues : 
How ready the glad father was to goc 
When God commanded,and ould | be ſlow, 
To execute ſaid he what God entoynes, 
I ſhould want worth,to iffue from ſuch loynes 
Mans heart muſt be like paper, cleance,and white, 
Wheron the Lord what he tha] pleate may write; 
Or like ro waxe well ſuppled by the hand, 
Be ſoft and pliant to his wſt comn 
We muſt in all things, ſeeme they good or ll, 
Conforme our wiſhes to ous ſoucraignes will : 
Faith and obedience ſtaud not todilpute, 
Bur are ſtill ready preſt ro execute ; 
Our God, obedience doth ſo highly prize, 
That he prefers it before ſacrifice, 1.$00.15. 
And worthily,fotthey who with conſent 
A legall ſacrifice ro God preſent, 


They found themſelues got ſafe from Herods power ; 
Arjength in Egypt they arrjue what rowne 

Did giue them harbour, the rext ſers nor downe 

Nor will | ſceke to know, there they remaine, 

Till Herods death did call them back againe. 


To firmethar prophecie which laid, My Sonne 
D 4 From 
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From Egypt haue1 cal]l'd: the literall ſence 

I know,concerneth I{racl, who from thence 

Was brought by wighry band,yer hath reſpect 
To Chufſt,as types doc vpon truths retic& : 

An as Gods people, Iracl, did ſtay 

Arun in Egypt,oiithe Lord made way 

For their departure; fo his blefſed Sonne 

Had tor a white bis habitation 

In the fame Egypr, ti!] the Lord did call him, 
Whum there | Jeaue to that which did betall hims 


—— 


F Fridaics Meditation; or the 
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The Argument. 


The Kyngs fierce rage,bis men of warre 
The 1713106 entrſs aoe naljacre d 

Rachel doth yourne ber beauy loſſe, 
Ana will ng comfort ia ber croſſ [i 


5 hos now(which erft did vnto Izdabs King 
Seeme to moue forward with a lazy wing ) 

Made him ftuſpeR,or rather piaincly fcc 

The wile men did delude hisſ{ubrilty : 

And therewwas reaſon for it,he that thought 

To n.ockegts meckr, and takes but what he brought; 

The law oftaliation did require 
Neqnc enint He ſnould meet this cuent: the fitteft hire 
kx iutior Fortraud is (lic deceit,and they that cherith 
wild: 0zid, Difſemblingyia their art doc iuſily periſh; he 
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God on theſe mien his indgements dorh expreſſe, 
And takes the wiſem their owne craftinefle, 

Now this dclufion in the King begers 
An indignation,and mnragc him fers, 

When T yrants cannot by their craft preuaile, 
In a red Sca of cruelty they lai'e, 

Bur why, O Herodwert thou thus perplext > 
Why doeſt thou rage ? or wherefore art thou yext ? 
Didſt chounor know that Chriſts birth was diuine ? 
Or wert thou blind, becaute the Sunne did ſhine 2 
Didſt thou not conuocate from euery Tribe 
Many chictc Prieſts, many a Itarned Scribe ? 


And did not they by ancient Prophecy 


Relolue the truch of this deepe iniyftery ? 
Didſt thou nor know the wilc men came thusfarre 
To worſhip Chriſt, Jed by a olorions Starre ? 
Thy checke ſhouJa rather bluſh,then thy heart flame, 
And looke red. not with anger,bur with thame, 
T hat ſuch Barbarians, hich werefarre below thee, 
Shou!din their zecale ro God ſo much ourgoe thee; 
The loue and faith wherewith they werciaſpir'd 
Thou (houldſt hauc imitated, and admir'd ; 
For vnleflc chow didſt altogether ſhun 
Propherique truth,ſo was, it might haue won 
Vpon thy wdgement,that by tuft compare 
Of paſſed chings with fuch as preſent are, 
Thou mightſt conchude,this waFnor a delufion 
Of the wile men, but a confuſion, 
Which God, who fomerimescounterchecks aKing, 
Vpon thy wicked purpoſe meanto brin 

Bur ſay thou hadſt ſome iniury recew'd, 
And by the eunning Magi wert deceiu'd, 


- How had the filly Innocents offended, 


That fo much miſcicfe is*gainſt them intended; 


— 
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O why istheir vniuſt deſtrufion ſought 3 

which nere ſo much as wrong'd thee 1n a thought, 
Surely, ſhould Iordan lend thee a!] her ſtore, 

It could not waſh away the purple gore 

That hangs vpon thee, with thee {ti}] ſhall bide 
The title of a-bloudy Homicide, 

Thou lought'ſt for Chriſt, but went'ſt roo far about, 
Tisfaith, nor furie, which awſt finde him our ; 
Ofooliſh Herod which doſt thinke t' cxpell 
Him that will till be King of [{racll, 

Yea King of Heauen and Earth, in ſpite ofrthee 

Our of thy poore, and petty liberty : 

O wicked Herod,and of lewd behaviour 

Who fearing thy ſucceflor, har'ſt thy vauiour : 

O bloudy Hered which by the fell death 

Ofharmeleſfſ: children, wouldſt prolong thy breath; 
Bur little admiration it requires, 

That Tyrants ſceke to compalle their defires, 

Or found their thrones on {laughtered innocence, 

Pharaoh long ſince had taught him to diſpence 

With murders of that ranke, who to ſecure 

His crowne, made Abrahams yiluc to endure 

A heauy burden, whilc he did command 

To drowne their ylluc male throughout the land, 

So did Abimelec the baſe borne lonae 

Ofthat couragious warriour, Gedeon, 

Who through the bleud of 70. brothers waded, 

Vnto the Crowne moſt wrongfully inuaded, 

Herod was more vnnaturall then theſe, 

'Gainſt his owne ſonne he could not rage appeaſe, 

Bur fearing he ſhould the Meſtas be, | 

Among the reſt he wrought his cragedy; 

Therefare Auguſtus did this ſaying ve, 

If I weze bound to liuc among the lewes, ad 
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With greater willingneſſe I would be ſive 
Then tonne to Herod : for by law deuine 
$wines fleth forbid the Hebrewes they did giue 
A kinde ot priuiledge the beaſts might liue, 
Whereas King Herod a woric beaſt did gruech 
Vnto his owne childe to aftord fo much. 
out, Þ The Lyon will rot xender Infants (lay, 
Vnlefſe meere hunger force him to ſuch prey, 
O With what huvuger then was Herod wag'd, 
When he againſt lo wany Infants rag, 
With hunger of ambition, which of all 
The greatclt hunger we maynuſtly call : 
Hunger ot razgning lure muſt needesbe great, 
Whuch to appcale it, muſt hauc ly much meate; 
So many Intants fleſh, thac thirſt is fore 
the Þ Which noughr can fatishe bur crimhn gore, 
Emioy bloud thuſting Herod, re-inioy 
Thy tingdome ſafely, free from all annoy, 
» YU} He that aboue doth Heauenly crownes beſtow, 
Gapes not for earth]y ſcepters here belowe, 
Such earth-bred honor Chriſt doth much deſpiſe, 
Elephants take no mice, not Eagles flies : 
Though he of power be for ro caſt thee downe, 
Yettcare no depriuation of thy crowne, 
For thuugh two Kings can in one kingdome raj 
No more, then Heaucn can two brighe Suns ſulainez 
Yer cuery King may with him, mm him daigne 
His kingly Lord, his true Mctiias raigng, 
As thc At Heauen with many dtarrcs isCight, 
>» | And with the Sun, from whom they take thcir lights 
' |. Onlylecarne mercy fro this porent one, 
And heape not bloud ſo Jong vpon thy Throne, 
. Till ir become lo ſlippery, as tothreat 
Each ſtep thou tak, ro caſt thee from thy ſeat. 
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Bur rage, like to the belly, hath no cares, 
To reaſon deafe,it onely paſſion heares, 
Aduice'is vaine,ſay what I can or will, 
Herod will be himſclfe,a tyrant till. 

- Theyſay,thatBce who of the reſt is King, 
Either 4 none,or doth not vie a ſting : 
Surely this man,whom wretched Bethlehem ſees 
Reeke in the blood of Infants,not of Bees, 
Burt Waſpes was King,for waſplike full of ſpleene, 
He thruſts his poyſonous ſting(ſo great his teene) 
Into the fleſh of children,and doth kill 
Thoſe, who to hurt hi had nor power,nor will. 
Indeed two Beares did certaine children fley, 
But cauſe they mockt Gods Prophet: thou then t 
More fierce deſtroyſt the guiltlefle: fearcfull man, 
Do'ſt thou dread filly chilarens force ?or can 
Faint cowardize with thee preuaile ſo farre, 
Thou ſhouldſt gainſt Infants wage ſuch bloody ware, 
Great praiſe no doubr,and many a worthy ſpoile 
Thou ſhalt enioy, by giuing them the foil . 
The noble Elephants will not inuade 
The weaker ſort of beaſts ; thou ſhakſt thy blade 
Ar fucking children,and ſendſt men of might, 
Tochallenge rhoſe that know not how to hight. - 

There js a ſtory of great Conſtantine, 
How true,the Authors credit, and not mine, 
Muſt anſwer: bur the matrer le relate, 
And Jeauc the queſtion further to debate : 
Before he came to Chriſtianity, 
The Prince was troubled with a Leproſie ; 
Tocure this ficknefle the aduice and care 
Of his Phiſicians would haue him prepare 
A Bath of Infanrs blood : ſurc here the Diuill 


Promprted his DoQors to ſo great an euull : ky 
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Butbeing by Gods pcouidence conuerted, 
He from ſo foule a ſlaughter was diucreed 
By ſoules Phificians, who doc well affure him, 
Baptiſme a Bath more powerfull is co cure him, 
He hearkens to them, 15 baptiz'd,and free 
Both from che bodics,and ſoulcs leprofie. 
Behold, ambition Heroas loule inuades, 
Like a foule Leprofic z »atan perſwades | 
(Such is hel!s phificke) naught will doc him good, 
Vnlefle he bathe bimſclfc ia lafants blood ; 
And notthe opening of a veine or two, 
No, bur their lite blood this great cure muſt doe * 
Therefore ro ſatisfic che foulc-ficke King, 
Each renderBabe muſt empty all his Spring ; 
And now God ictsthe Wolte the Lambes deuoure, 
Without reſtraining of his rage,or power, 
He puts no bridle into Herods noſe, 
Bur lets him cake tull (winge in his diſpoſe, 
Becauſe he knew how to draw good from ill, 
And make this wicked ation ſcrue his will : 
From Lyons mouth ſweer honey he can cake, 
And Marahsbuter waters wholcſome make, 
Herod in this his rage doth typcoutthoſe 
Of che malignant Church,who ſtillarefocs 
To the Church Militant, and by their will 
Religion in itinfant age would kill: 
Herod like malice,andimpicty, 
Egyptian, Babylonian cruelty. 
Iti5{though tyrants hold theſe rermesin ſcorne) 
To {mother piety as loone asborne, 
To quench Religion while un isa ſparke, 
And drowne poore ſoules by keeping trom the Arke, 
Againe, in Herods tuule deſigne ol blood, 


Satans condition may be ynderttood, 
Who 
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Who ſeckes nor only by malicious will, 

Chriſt while an Infaritin our heart to kill, 
Burmany chi!dren more, eucry good thoughe, 
Thy it be neuer intoa@tiun brought, 

Tomake thoſe babes good motions in ys die, 
Though they want _ to pocin a, and lic 
In meditations cradle, is his glory, 

Bur 1 leaue types to proſecute the ſtory : 

While Herodinly vext, became thus wilde, 
With furiousrage, the Deuill rockt his childe, 
Bur would nor Ict him fleepe ; like ſome mad beaft, 
By nature feirce, if wounded will not\reſt, 

Bur doubling his te!] fury and cuen blinde 

Wich rage, regards no Jonger how to fmde 

His foe that hurt him, but with head and feere 
Fiercely affailes the next that he doth meete : 
So Herod, who concciu'd himſelte much wrong'd 
By the wiſe men, for whole returne he Jong'd, 
His hope deluded like one robd of lence 
Wreakes his reuengefull ſplecne on Innocence : 
For full of doubrfull choughts as well as ſinnes, 
Toreafon with himſclfe he thus begins : 

What childe is this? that hath from Heauen his binh 
Forerold, ere it be perfetted on earth 2 
Vnto the World himfclte he hath not ſhowne, 
' Yeris rothole thar neuer ſaw him knowne 2 
Ouer no people yer he hath command, 
And wile mien, great men, Jeaue their nariue lan 
To wane vpon him : o who is the wight 

That ouetcomes me, and yet docs nothight : 
Thar like a tyrantoucr me doth raigne, 

Erc he the kingdome (1 poſſcfic) obraine ; 
It he already me of ſtate beguile, 

What will he doe if he encreaſe a while ? 

Poore 


aft, 


The elders will cffe& her lewde defire; 
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Poore as he is, he is more fear'd, thenT - 

With all my riches, and authonty : 

Or elſe theſe wiſe men or impoſtors rather, 

( For by their dealing Icflc 1 cannot gather ) 

Whom my w9=- hn rs 1did make, 

Would not haut falecred with me for his ſake, 

But here I vow, who cucr doc be fricnd him 

Nor heauen,nor hel ſhali from my power defend him; 
Nol will make ( if wy vobappy fare 

Crofle nor my will ) Bethlcm as deſolate 

Of lntants, asthis Infafit hath made mie 

Of comfort, hnce his new nau.'d ſoucraignty, 

Thus be refolvcs in rage, and what that ſtill 

Torath attempts a Cuunicllor fullill, 

Suggeſts vnto him, he in action brings, 

So 100ne men execute the wijl of Kings: 

And now come other attors on the ſtage, 

The bloudy inftraments of Herods rage 

Made <p to preſene vnto our eye 

A tragicke iccanc of horrid cruelty. 

Notto examine who they were, we ſee | 

Subic& and K1ag full well, and ull agree, 
Tyrants doe never want fit Inftruments, 
To execure their very worſt intents ! 

Would wicked Saul haue the Lords Prieſts be {lains, 
Doez the motion ſoonewillenterraine ; F 
Doth Dauzd plot to ſtop Yriabs breath? 
Foab will ſer him in the face of death : 

Doth 1exabel/ *gainſt Naboths life conſpire Þ 


The world yer neuer knew a Prince fo vicious, 
But that he ſhould hauc mento be officious, 
Such as account it an eſpeciall grace 


To doe their Lords will be it nere lo baſe 2. 
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The officers of Herod barc this mind, 1 

Ready to goe when he their warrantſign'd, 
Andnow ſuppoſe them yato Bethlehem come, |; 

Ready ta the tyrants fatall doome, 

While the Sunne hides his head at ſuch a fight, 

Asifa Noone he meant to make it night, 

And with blacke clouds did coucr his lad face, 

Gricuing that men ſhould haue ſo little grace ; 

The melring heauens doc allo ſhowre downe raine, 

Asif they wept for the poore Infants paine; 

Euen the walles there un a co!d dew ſtood, 

As ſtruck with horror,to ſec ſo ruich blood: 

Yer theſe feele no remorcenor once defiſt , 

From the commanded murther, bur perſiſt 

In that abhorred worke of cruclcy, 

Which ſhall then: brarid with laſting intamy ; 

With their ſwords drazyae, that none this courſe my 

Into mens houſes they do torce their way, (ſtay, 
Here they an infant from the cradle [natch, 

There from the fathers armes another catch, 

And the poore childrenslad deftruftion wrought, 

Ercthe amazed parents hada thought 

Of any danger necre : ſome they tranſpicrce 


With theirblood-thirfting ſword, others in ficrce 1 


And ſauage manner,they deuide aſunder, 
While they that own them ſtane None ſtill in wonder, 
Me thinkes in one place I ſome father heare 

(Ar hisdeare Infants danger ſtruck with fcare) 

Like Nifizs inthe Poet, or more milde, 

Crie out vnto the Butcher of his childe ; 

O ſpare my ſonne / or if you blood aſt {pil}, 

Here turne vour ſwords,the gricucd father kill? 

I might,he durſt nor,could not entertaine 
Athoughtot wrong vato his SErraigne, 
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Me thinkesT in another place behold 
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AnInfant ſtab'd, whoſe pretty armes lay hold 

About his mothers breaſt,whence he doth draine 
Milke,that in blood runs out as faſt againe, 

While the affrighted mother, with her hands 

Heau'd vp,like Nobe,turn'd Marble, ſtands. 

In euery place that doth afford an age 

Markt out for {laughter,death and fury rape, 

While y poore ſoules, ſome for their mothers cryingy . 
Some ſmuling on their murderers, are dying, 

O here a while your ſpeedy haſte forbeare 
Compaſſtonace parents,and vouchſafe a teare ! 
Thinke bur what ſad>what ſoule- affrightiog ſighe 
Theſe ſaw, when they were rob'd of their Jchight, 
Suppoſe your Infants whom you highly prize, 
Snatchtfrom your armes,and {lainc before your eyes, 
What would you doc in ſuch a caſe as this ? 
Nay,what would you not doe? ſurely amille 
1 doe conceiue,or elſe your ſorrow would 
Be greater farre,then all their ſuffering could; 

Whale from their pretty cyes ſalrtcares did crill, 
Your pierced hearts would liquid blood diitil]; 

And cuery wound their bodics ſhould receive 

Fro murderers hands, your very ſoules would cleaue, 
And yet bchold ſuch was the wofull tate 

Ofthar late happy Cirtic, fortunate 

Erſt in her Sautour,who there firſt drew bre#th, 

Bur now moſt wretched in her childrens death, 
Whileſt by this fearcfulla& ofhnne and thame, 


Of Bethlchema Berkauen it became. 


But not this bloody a& could yeraſſwage 
Either their cruclty,or Herods rage, 
No,the neare Villages in her hard fare 
The wofull City muſt affociace : 
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Not one poore cottage can keepe our pale death, 
Wherein a child ſucksin aninfant breath. 
They paſſe through all che coaſts abuur,and ſtrive, 
That not one Infant may be letr aliue ; 
Their charge ſo ready are they to tulkll, 
And fatisfic the Tyrantin his will, 
O mercilcfſe and mzatchlciic murderers, 
How can you thinke wh<a iuſtice owce preferres 
A bill agzinſt your liucs, and death you brings 
*Fore the Tribunall ofthe King ot Kings 
To anſwertliis foule aft. when thcir blood cries 
To Heauen for vengeaiice,it will not lufhce 
Thar you had Herods Warranr,Gods Command 
Did you knew well 'gainſt murder firinely ſtand, 
But how hauc | forgot you all this while, 
Poore [nnocents,delay muſt not beguile 
You of your worthy ſufferings amplc glory, 
The which alone deſcrues to make a ſtvry. 
The Church on blood,and the not doing wrong, 
Bur luttcring for it,hath foundation ſtrong, 
By periecntion ſhe recciues renowne, 
And martyrdome gies hera glorious Crowne. 
The blood of Avelatthe Worlds creation 
Ofrhis truth gines 2 pregnant demonſtration : 
So 11x&*-wile inthe Re oilae, 
The blood of Lotants, flaine by Herod rage. 
There be two colours which. G d much delight, 
Andtheyare white ana red : fiſt,the pure white 
Of innoucence, then martyrdonices blood red, 
And bh chele 1a the Lntants larg*l; ſpread ; 
N:+ all thc Coates, though QUAarte red nere {o faire, 
Wh.re men ther armes emblazen,to repaire 
The aacicne Genry of their Famil, . 


Whuch tiu;e would weare ourbut torkeraldrys 


In Abrahams bolome you lecurely reſt : 
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Are halfe fo glorious,as thoſe faire Armes were, 
Theſc Innocents did in their Scutcheon beare, 
For,crolle of Gules in Argent held they carry, Verſus eft 
Wcll may their Creſt be a rich Crowne of gloty. UVIgK US IM 
Some doubr, bar ſuch either doe mdgement wang, gaudium 


Or elſe of charitic are wondrous ſcant, latins in 
Whether theſe Infants here depriu'd of breath, iubilum. 
Were ſau'd or nofrom an etcrnall death : Cypriaz. 
But what ſhould this ſtrange dubitation breed ? 0 paruuls 
Is not Gods promiſe made yato the ſeed beati nut. 
Offaichtull parcnts? Were not thee recciu'd quam tens 
Into the coucnant cre of life bercau'd 2 tati mul. 


They weregthey were,therefore their cry did turne tumlulta- 
To ioy,and they now laugh,who then did mourne 3 ti,zam corge 


O bleſſed Infants, whom the cunning Dwell Bali, Aus 
Byhis temptation neuer Jed to euill, guſtine, 


Wich dearth you fttruggled hard,and for thar ſtrife, 
You are now crowned with immartall life. 

Sure Herods flattery could nere haue wrought you 
So great a blefI1ng, as his fury breught you. 

O bleſſed age,which could not ſpeake Chriſts Nameg 
Yee wasthought worthy to dic for the ſame : 

Sure you were borne in a thrice happy time, 
Felicitics high toy fo loone to clime, 

You are ſcarce paſt the threſhold of your birth, 

When life comes forth ro meet you,and from carth + 
Takes you to hezuen ; you doe no ſooner Icaue 

Your infantcradlcs, but a Throne recctuc : 

In ſtead of hanging at your mothers brealt 


Faire Infanrs whom the ancicnt Church did hold 
The Flowers of Martyrs,ſprung vp in the cold 


Of vnbelicfe, whoſe buds were nipt ro death, Flores mar - 
By frolt like perſecutions birrer breath, = tyruin Ange 
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paſſrone nor. When greed Wolfe the Lanibe doth beare away, 
 Sermont. q 


 Aneighbour ſtood, there did ſhe often rome 
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© how your death due prayſe to Chriſt affords, 
By blood,not tongue; in wounds, and not in words. 


The rendcr fleſh torne by his teeth, ſome ſay, 
In taſte,ifcaren,men ſha!liweerer finde, 
Then others killed whole of the ſame kind: 
This obſcruation whether true or no, 

Is not materiallany way to know : 

Certaine itis,the fleſh of theſe bronghe vnder 
The fangs of woluiſh Herod,torne atunder, 
Was {weer vnto the Lord,and gaue delight : 
For death of Saints 1s pretious in his Goh. 

That children ſhould reach men,may ſeeme *gainſt 
Ycrt we may lcarne fro themyfaire innocence (lence, 
In all our {::fferings muſt companion be: 

For if we ſuiter ought deſeruedly, 
Wirth cheſe we can expe& no Crowne to take 
The cauſe,not croffe,doth a truc martyr makes 
If that be good,though Herods doc conſpire 
Apainſt our liucs,and threaten ſword or fire, 
They may our bodies,nor our ſoulcs diſtreſſe, 
And their hare ſhall but worke our happineſſe, 
Our cro{ſe ſhall crowne vs,and the death they giue, 
Sha'lbe a mcancsto make vs cuer liue. 

Nov was fultilFd that fatall Prophecy, 
Which was fotetold of yore by Zeremy ; 
A voice was heard in Rama,whoſle dirc found 
In woe and lamentation did abound, 

Among tholc mothers which were childlefſe made, 
Rachel was one,whom gricfe did ſo inuade, . 
That ſhunning company,ſhe ſceem'd to liue, 

As ſhe were borne for nothing bur to grieue, 
A ſhady Groue nearec her now hared- home 


In 
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In that thicke Couert, which made day like night, 
She ſought to hide her from all humane fight: 
Sometime the ſers her downe cloſe by the toote 
Ofa faire ſpreading tree, vpon whoſe roote 
With nimble hand the 'gins to carue her woes, 
But ere ſhe halfe haue done, her paſſion growes 
Toſuch a height, ſhe marres what ſhe hath made ; 
Then with ſtcrne rage the barke ſhe doth inuade, 
Stabbing,and mangling of it withour ſtint, 

As ifher Infants wounds ſhe there could print, 
Starting at this,as if feare wings did borrow, * 
She fled, as if he would our-run her furrow : 
Ariafta burbling Brooke ſhe doth eſpie, 

Whoſe noiſe, ſhe thoughe,did ho!d fit ſympathy 
Wich her in mourning, there ſhe ſtayes ker pace, 
And ſeated neare it, doth extend herface 

Ouer the current: hauing fixt her looke 

A while ypon the Streame,ſhe chides the Brooke 
For hs to ſpeedy paſſage: Stay,O ſtay 

Thy courſe,relentlefſe Torrent,did ſhe fay, 
Andcarry my complaints with thee along, 

My words,alt'-ough my woes, ſhall nor be long: 
Say that a Morher of two hopefull cwinnes 

Rob'd of that havleſle iffuc, for her finnes, 

Will neuer ceaſc to mourne their bloody dearh, 
Till the iuſt heavens in pitty ſtop her brearh ; 
And forthis kindnefſe,! ro thee will pay 

My tearcs,as adue tribure eucry day. 

This ſaid, her eyesa liquid ſhewre diſtilI, 

As they the Fountaine were,the Streame to fill. 


J.-- Allthat was done, which ſhe thought yndetcried, 


By a neere Kinſman of hers was 3 Aa 
Who now approacht,and fitting downe beſide her, 
In this milde manner did begin to chide her. 
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For ſhame ar laſt leaue to be thus aJone, 

And vnto ſence}cfle thiags to vent your mone z 
"Your faith and paticnce 1 once thought more ſtrong; 
Gricfcs that recurcelefſe arc ſhuuld not be long: 
By your immnoderate ſorrow you offend 

The bigheſt Powers,and haſtcn on your end. 
Beſide fuch gricte is vaine, whether the dead, 
Or <llc the Rave be contidered 2 

The firſt, if they dic well, are bicſt ; iffaile 

Ofa good end,our teares will nought auaile ; 

Your Infants death in innocency tound, 

This ſhould you rather comfort,then confound, 
The body the ſoules prilon's ſaid to be, 

Now it is death which (crs this priſoner free, 

Who mournes for the enjargenicnt ot his child? 

But'cis the bodies death that makes you wild, 


fir be (0,O be no longer ory, 


Tharfallsco riſc againe in greater glory. 
Who gricues to ſee a huule puld to the ground, 


Which ſhall he knowes be better built? Soc bound 
Ser co your ſorrow then,God wil) reſtore 
T he body farre wore glorious then betore, 
Looke on your lclicand you willhnd it vaine, 
So great a gricte {0 long » Enecrtaiic? 
For ſhoul.! your tearcs1n as great plenty fall, 
As blood did from your Intants,could they call 
Your children backe to Jife,no,though you niourne, 
And pine to ncthing,they fall nerc returac. 
Take comfurt then, Jeſt if you ſor ruw Nill, 
You ſeeme to ſpurne againſt Icborahs will. 

The gricucd Mothcr,who had all this while 
In much unpatience heard him,with a ſmile 
Borzowed from ſcorne,thus anſwered, thar they live 


In health can cafily good counſel] giue 
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To ſuch as Janguiſh in diſeaſe and paine, 
And they as hardly doc it entertaine : - 
Words are but words,I neuer yet could heare, 

That the grieu'd heart was cured bythe care, 

Aſwel! may he which hath defire to cate, 

Be ſativhcd by ſeeirig painted meat: 

Or he that is through cold like toexpire, 

Warme his numbe mibes at the Apes Gloworme fire: 
As 1 from cold and painted comfort hnde 

A medicine,to recure my thought {:cke minde, 
Vithal! that I can from poore patience borrow, 

I cannor pay (0 —_ a debt of ſorrow : 

In vainc you waſte your words,niy wocs are more 
Then time can weare away ; therefore giue orc 
Your fruitlefle counſel}, fince my children are nor, 
Though 1 conſume my ſelfe ir: griefe,] care not; 
Sorrow hath rane pofſcfiton in wy breſt, 

And onely can by death be diſpolleſt. 

' When ſhe had ſpoken thus,in haſty mood 

She runnes,and hides her in the thickeſt Wood : 

Bur while to trees ſhe doth her woes rehearſe, 
Toother matrersI muſt turnemy Verſe. 
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Saturdaies Meditation, or the 
ſeuenth ( anto. 


The Argument. 


An Angel! doth to Toſcph tell 
The deuth of Herod; 7ſrael 
Hetoags t0wifgt once againe © 
Naxatth doth him entertame. 
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Ow was the time that the Lord mc2nt to take 
Vengeance on H:rod,thrctore he did make 
By wfl perwiſhon,his owne ue firiuc 
How he might him of Crowne aud life depriue ; 
Herodgwhile chelcfoule treaſons were a brezding, 
Got notice of Antipaters procceding, | 
So was his bale ſonnecall'd; the as thought 
Ofthis vnnaturall aftion,quickly brought 
Sicknefle of inde ypon him : and that ſoare 
Encreafing,God did yet aftlict hum more, 
And on his body Jay atoulc diſcalc : 
A {ccrethre he had, whoſe heate appcaſe 
No courſe of Phylicke.could though much he tride, 
All was in vaine,thc flame did quenchlee bide, 


His bowels full of paine did rot wichin, 

A:.d wormes to ſwarme about hun did begin 

The Craippe and Dropfic on his limbs did ceaze, 

And there was nothing which might giue hun caſe. | 
Pathngo'relordangneere Afphalcis Lake, 

Calyrrocs hot Bathcs,he necdes would make 
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A meanes ynto his cure,there he didbaine, 
Yet as he went in,came out full of paine, 
While Herod chus did in his corments broile, 
Phiſicians gaue aduice,thatin horoile 
His body ſhould be ſuppled,they prepare 
A vellcIlfor that purpoſe,and with carc 
Put him therein; rhc fume perturbs bis head 
So much,that he is raken out halfe dead. 
Arlaſt come to himlcifc,hc knowes to ſure, 
That he this euill ſeekes in vaine tocure. 
Full of deſpaire,fomewhat before his end, 
Fot Salome his ſiſter he doth ſend, 
(Together with her husband Alexander ) 
And to performe this foule deſigne command her: ) 
Siſter, you ſee ({aid rhe ficke man) xhat fare is 
Hath markt me out for death; the deadly hare 
My ſubie&sbeare me,will noe ket thom mourne 
To ſeemine aſhes clov'd yp m their vrne 2 
The micanc tot them wiil ſcarce daigne lerfall 
Artcarc,to hunourmy ſad funcrall, 
[ Rather | teare they will exceed 1nwirth, 
To {ce my body wrn'd anto his carth; 
Burl haue laid a pjot thar ioyesrocrofle, 
' And make thE mourne, not mine, butrtheir own loſe, 
Their 1oyfull cxclamations Llc ftrike mare, 
If you bur faithtuil be to execute : 
All their young Nobles (10 hauci diſpov'd) 
-. Wuthin Hyppod: 078 are faſt enclos'd, 
And a ſtrong guard about it,at my death, 
Aſſoone as cuer you thall ſee my breach | 
\ | Forlake my body,giue a ſtrict command, | 
JI Thatthey way al} be murder'd out of hand; | 
' So when tny corps vito thy graue ſhall goe, ; 's 


The lewes thall n:ourne whether they will orno: 
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fe *-  S9ſhall Thanca glorious Epitaph, 

: | $1 chough low vnder ground,ſhall highly laugh, 
This ſaidghisi!] increafing more and more, 

And his deſpaire growne greater then before, 
Taking an Apple (ſuch was then his n:cate) 

And being wontto pare, and fo to cate, 

In haſty wiſc he called for a knife, | 
And with that ſought torid huniſelfe of fife ; In1 
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Bur cithcr his weake arme this foule intent Th 
Could nor performe,or others did prevent To 
The fatallblow ; and wuſt I rher: Q1!] lue ? Go 
Cryed out the Tyrant?. Will che 1uſt Heauens giue Iu 
Noend vntomy lufferings? Muſt | be To 


The Ball of ſcornc,and Burr of miſery ? Iat 
Breake breake my heart! flic forth inpriſon'd breath/ Þ] He 
And welcome,what | hauc long lookt for,death. lob 
More he had ſaid, burthat he —_ had ſpoke Sc1 
This,when with rage his very heart Qrings broke, Sh 

Why Herod thus in horror breath'd his laſt, Da 
Ablefied Angell doth to Egypt haſt, M 
That Ioſeph may haue word of this cuent, Bu 
Which well he _ would giue no ſmall contenr At 
To him,ſo longanexile : in the night, Ba 
When dreamesthe fancy plcaſe,or elſe affright, _ 'Þ Iu 
The Angell makes approach,and thus begins : In 
The Tvrant Herod, whoſe abhorred finnes Ti 
Didcrie ſo long for vengeance vnto Heauen, A 
Ar laſt is iuſtly of his life bereauen :; O 
They that delight in blood nor long endure, To, 
Though God be {low in ſtriking, he ſtrikes ſure; B 
His hands be iron,though his feet be wooll, EN 
And Tyrants neuer leauc,vntillthey pull M 
Dire vengeance on their heads,which long delaidz A 
Falls with H 


the heaujer waight, Be notafraid 


A Weekes Denotion; 


Of any future miſchiefe, he that ſoughe 

The Infants. hath his owne deſtruQion wroughts 
Dead is the Wolte,whoſe rage like fire did 

zacke ro hispaſture may the Lambe returne; 
Therefore ariſe and take the blefled Childe, 

Nor ler thy care forgerthe Mother milde, 
Tolfrac} with chem returne againe, 

In Egypt thou no longer maiſt remaine, 

This mciſage which the Lord did now dire& 

To Joſeph, thewes that he doth his reſpe@:; 

Gods Saints in trouble muſt not alwaics liue, 

Iu time he will a toyfulliſue giue 

Toall theirſorrowes : I9ſtph may be caſt 

Into a larhſome priſon,burat laſt 

He ſhall come forth with honour: fora fie 

Iob may 10 _—_— on the dunghill ſi, 

Scrapi.ig his ſoares,erc long a happicr fare 

Shall crawne his ioyes,anddoub!c his eſtate: 
Daniel through enuic of malicious men 

May cloſcd be within the lyons denne, 

But he rhcir vtmoſt furieſhal! withſtand, 

And after liuc aduanced inthe land: 

Babylons king may giue command to throw 

luſt Sadrzc,Meſſhac,and Abednegs. 

Into the fornace,but he ſhall adwire 

Toſce them walke ynhurt,vncouchr by fire, 

And aftcrward,their innocence tugrace, 

Quer the Kingdome ſeat them in high place | 
Toſeph an exile may from Herod flic, ; 
Bur in this perlecution muſt not die, f 
Now the time comes, when he by Gods command 
Muſt trauai'e back to his owne natiue land, | 
And wirh a happy ſalutation greet, 

His Galile,whoſe ſmoke he held ſo feer ; 


Like 


A Weekes Diotion. 
Like as a man for ſome long tedioustime 
hſhe from his deare Country,to a Clime - 
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h and vnplcalaat,will,it he doc heare - 
baniſhnent repcal'd, with greedy care So 
Receiue the happy newes,and 1 his mind Th 
A not ts be exprefied comfort find : Ar 
Sofaredirt with our Zoſeph,when he knew W 
The tidings ofthe Tyrants death were true, Bu 
And that 4 might returne to lſrac], Di 
From which in cxilc he ſo long did dwell, Ar 
Wicha glad heart,and more then common care, Cc 
He all things for his journey doth prepare, T] 
And Phebus ſcarce ſaluresthe lghtſome day, At 
When he b« gins bis trauaile,by the way T 
Rendrirg due thankesto that Almighty power, T, 
Which had preſeru'd him to this blefſed hower. F 
Suppoſe by this rime they are ſafe arriu'd T 
There,where vnwearied labour had ſo ſtru'd Ir 
Tobring thenito the Land of Paleſtine, A 
Here Ioſepb doth enquire about the linc T 
Of the decealsd Tyranc,and bring told B 
Thar Archelaxs did the Seepter hold 

After his father ; ſuch mans weakenefle is, T 
Though hitherto the Lord did neuer mifſe A 
Safely ro guard him, a cold trentbling feare L 
Paſling che maze of his offended care, 7 
Tooke hold vpon his heart : the beſt of Saints I 
While here they liue,lae not without their raints- F 
So Lot, when Sodome was conſum'd with fire, t 
Did doubt the Mountaines fafery,and defire £ 
A place of lurer refuge : fo the fight F 
OtE/ausBand of men did much atfright I 
Perplexed1acob,when he did repairc « 

Backe to his natiuc bome : O can deſpaire Ly 
] 


A Weekes Deuotion, 
Lay hold on ſuch as theſe? whatthen ſhall we 
Doc,when in danger and extremity? 

So great a power hath fearc pon our ſoules, 
That it checks vertue,andeuen grace controules, 
And yer ſometimes (though feare ſo farre proceed, 

We ſuffer m opinion,not indeed, 

Bur why,O 1oſeph wert thou thus afraid ? zone 
Didſt thou miſdoubt the Lord would ſend thee aid, ye lah, 
And propulſe danger from thee > Could thy mind my.s 
Concciue a thought offeare ? Sincethoudidſt find 
Thy gracious God ſo ready ſtil} ro ſend 
An Angell for thy guard ? Did he defend 
Thee and thy charge from Herods cruelty, 

Tolcrt you fall by his ſonnes tyranny ? 

Was his arme ſhorted, or his Joue growne lefſe, 
That now he could not as much care expreſfe 
In preſeruation of you,as before ? 

Ah no,Gods Joue encreaſerth more and more 
To ſuch as ſcrue hinarid his power extends 
Beyond all limitation to his fends. 

I grant thou mightſt,as notvalikely gather, 

That Arcbelazss would be like his father, 

A bloody Tyrant,for a wicked Sire 

Leaues his fonne like himſelfe: a ſtrong defire 

To bethought apr for imication, Ouwum, Pro-. 
Leades children to obſerue their parentsfaſhion? ers. 

Bur yet for all this thou maiſt reſt ſecure, | 
He who hath vndertaken,will ; rocure 

Safety tor thee andthine,onely be bold, 

Andon his goounef[e by true faith Jay hold ; 

Danger may threaten, bur ir ſhall not harme 

Such as arc guatded by th'Alwighties arme, 

Now was the time,that Morpbeas with his wand 
Didcharme a filcar fleepe on all the Land, 
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IA Weekes Denotion. 
perplexed 19/epb could not reſt, 
y cares lay tumbling in his breaſt. 
w_ he thought he thould moſt ſafety find . 

2 back to =gy ypt 2: but his wind 
quick alecr,when the Lords command 
Which ba expreticly he ſhould Ieaue the land 
To his remembrance caine : then he thou ohe beſt 
Where he now lodg<d to ſet vp his ref : 
Bur that was daſht,when being; conc ſo neare 
Hedid conſider an vowanly feare 
Should keepe hia frow his home : i1miaze of doube 
An Ange'} came at laſt to lead him out, 
GiningditeRion,he ſhould nor abide 
Neare Archelazs eye.,but turne alide = 
Intothe parts of Galile,for there 
He might ſecurely luc,w 1rhout all feare 
Toſepb obeyes, and now his courle he bends 
To Nazareth, whcrc all his crauaile ends ; 
Forfully {cated there he liuesin peace 
With his foules contorr,and his ioy*s encreaſe, 

And this faith the Evangeliſt was done, 
Thar there aconiunaation 
Of wharthe Prophets ro!d of Clit ; for he 
A Nazarite faythey ſhall called be. 

Expolitors hauc here been much perplext, 
Becauſe they can directly find this texc 
In none of all the Prophets; ſome corccaue 
That time which doth of mauy thi:zs bereaue 
The world, hath io his reyolurion loit 
Thoſe ſacred books, where thele thngs ACre engro tt: 
Another before chis his {cnce preferr -s, | [ | 
And doth for Prophets read interpreiors, ; 
For Prophets may be though co ſay tizat thing, 
Which azxcenfrom chem by good deduction binge, 


_ 


Fax 
*» #4 


£ 
#% « q 


4 Weekes Denotion. ' 
But matter fetchtſo farre wee need not yſe, * 
Or ſecke the (acred writer to cxcuſe : 
For holy writ two waies a thing affords, 
Either accordivg to the ſence or words : 
Now though we mect not the ſame words in ſound, * © 
Yer the ſame lence in Scripture may be found, 
Nazaren ſignifies one flouriſhing, 
And doth not Eſay callthis heaucnly King 
A Rod of leſſes >tem,a branch thar growes 
Out of his roote,cach one thar Scriprure knowes, Iſni.11.1 
c Knowes this propherique truth : Againe this name 

Is giuen hwn,that he may hauc the lame 

Which his type had before him : Sampſons fats 
\ Did but forefignifie our Samours afts; 

* Sampſon fron \ parents did proceed : 

And Chriſt alone was the pure Virgins ſeed; 

His killing ot the lyon did torete]! 

Chriſt ſhouidthat rgazing lyons power quell; . 

Slaughtering his @eseuep when he Juſt his breath 

fhewed Chriſt thotld auexcomec his toes by death ; 

Now of the firſt we read thathe was tif d 

A Nazazite to God : therefbre thischild Judg. 13-254 7 

That truth and type might nſyLoY agree, | 

wascall'd a Nazaren aswcilas he. 

Bur —_— his name came from the place 
 HightNazarcth,which had the happy grace 
To piue him ecucation as a bower 
Moſt ft to enterraine fo ſweet a flower. } 
Nazarcth doth a fluwer ſignif, v8 
ſt} And whatplace could he betrerdignihe + | 

3 With his abodc,then that whoſe nanie expreſk ; 
& His natare,who of all flowers was the beRt : 

7 Almous garden,or Adons Bower, 
"F Was neuerdeckt with halfe fo rare a flower, 
2 + %- 4 1 ; Thoſe 
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of the greateſt beaturyare burfilly 

pSharon Role or torhic Valley - Lily. 

netlike French Flower$in our {ide braue, 

hich yer within nor ſent,nor verruchauc, 

©, froin an ourfide meane there dorh diflill 

[Such yertue,as the Saints with grace doth fl}, 
The Soule a Noſtgayis at this adorne ir, 

The Lord wilitake the {cnt,jfnot, hee Ifſcorane it. 

O may this bIeſizd flower which nowdoth grow 

£ : In Hcauens high Nazarech, nogkerebclow, 

+} Make vs ſo ſweetly in Gods noftrils ſmel!, 

bra Thar we tranſplanted from the earth may dwell 

| it In Heauen for cuer,atidin ſuch 2 oy, 

ot; 


by 


As ume cannot weare out,or acath deſtroy, ; 

j Flouriſh with Chriſt, and blixful Peans ings, - 
"3 Vnco the praiſe of guyerernall King, | 
000, ONT. 
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